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NELLIE  VERNE  WALKER:  AN  APPRECIATION 


BY  JOSEPHINE  CRAVEN  CHANDLER 


NELLIE  VERNE  WALKER,  whose 
arrival  in  Chicago  dates  from  the  first 
day  of  the  twentieth  century,  is  already 
definitely  associated  with  its  artistic  history, 
for  she  received  her  training  in  its  Art 
Institute,  taught  for  a  time  in  that  school, 
and  holds,  in  addition  to  the  "National 
Sculpture  Society,"  membership  in  the 
"Chicago  Society  of  Artists"  and  the  new 
organization  called  "The  Painters  and 
Sculptors  of  Chicago,"  besides  being  one  of 
that  small  but  interesting  group  of  writers 
and  artists  known  as  "The  Little  Room." 
In  proof  of  her  cordial  "will  to  serve"  in 
the  aesthetic  development  of  her  town  and 
state,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  she  is  on 
the  State  Board  of  Art  Advisers,  is  a  member 
of  the  Illinois  Art  Extension  Committee 
appointed  under  the  state  university,  and 
was  for  two  years  president,  of  the  Cordon 
Club,  which  is  composed  of  women  who  are 
professionally  interested  in  the  arts. 

Locally  she  belongs  in  that  distinguished 
group  of  sculptors  whose  collective  habitat 
is  known  as  the  Midway  Studios  and  is,  in 
fact,  in  the  terminology  of  the  Audubon 
bird  census,  its  only  "permanent  resident." 
It  is  here  that  all  of  her  work  is  done,  for 
though  she  has  a  summer  home  at  "Eagle's 
Nest  Camp"  on  Rock  River,  near  Oregon, 
Illinois,  she  has  found  it  impractical  as  a 
place  to  work  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
moving  heavy  materials  about,  so  that  it 
serves  her  merely  as  a  point  of  recreation. 

Miss  Walker  may  claim,  in  the  develop- 
ment of  her  genius,  a  glorious  analogue  for 
her  father's  marble  shop  in  Moulton.  Iowa, 
where  she  first  learned  the  feel  of  stone  was 
not  less  vital  to  the  nurturing  of  her  creative 
will  and  imagination  than  the  stone  yard  in 
Settignana  where  Michelangelo  "drank  in 
his  art  with  his  foster  mother's  milk;"  and 
it  is  significant  as  an  intimation  of  the 
metiere  in  which  she  should  find  her  mature 
expression  that  the  first  figure  which  her 
small,  untrained  hands  wrested  from  the 
"obdurate  stone"  was  the  head  of  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

She  is  represented  in  the  Chicago  Art 
Institute  by  a  sculptural  group  which  is 
called  "Her  Son."     It  consists  of  a  mother 


and  child  apprehended  in  one  of  those 
delicate  moments  of  vision  which  make  a 
dramatic  crisis  in  the  spiritual  lives  of  the 
two.  The  immediate  appeal  of  the  subject, 
so  well  authenticated  in  the  history  of  the 
romantic  arts,  together  with  the  simplicity 
and  sincerity  of  the  modeling,  have  made  it 
her  most  popular  work;  but  those  who 
believe  that  the  precious  quality  of  sculpture 
resides  in  its  austere  tradition  will  feel, 
perhaps,  that  she  has  more  fully  reported 
herself  in  work  which  could  by  no  possi- 
bility have  found  expression  through  the 
language  of  any  other  art. 

Miss  Walker  is  essentially  a  monumental 
sculptor.  Her  gift  for  characterization,  her 
fine  control  over  the  aesthetic  materials  of 
line  and  mass,  her  reticence,  and,  above 
all,  her  comprehension  of  the  spiritual  sig- 
nificance which  relates  a  man  to  his  com- 
munity, even  to  geography,  dedicate  her  to 
this  gravest  and  most  restricted  of  the  uses 
of  plastic  art.  Much  of  her  work  has  found 
expression  in  private  memorials.  They  may 
be  found  in  Colorado  Springs,  in  Cadillac, 
Michigan,  in  Minneapolis  and  in  Chicago; 
but  she  also  has  to  her  credit  three  or  four 
public  memorials,  notably  the  fine  portrait 
statue  of  Winfield  Scott  Stratton  in  St  rat  ton 
Park,  Colorado  Springs,  and  the  monument 
to  the  late  Senator  Isaac  Stephenson  which 
stands  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Menominee 
River  at  Marinette,  Wisconsin. 

If  it  is  true,  as  Lorado  Taft  has  said,  that 
"in  the  lineage  of  art  every  manifestation 
is  distinctly  traceable  to  a  definite  ancestor," 
one  should  look  with  interest  for  evidences  of 
consanguinity,  conferred  through  lines  of 
artistic  primogeniture,  between  himself  and 
Miss  Walker,  since  she  is,  beyond  all  per- 
adventure,  his  most  highly  gifted  and  dis- 
tinguished pupil;  but  aside  from  a  fixed 
sobriety  of  taste  and  an  exaltation  of  idea 
inseparable  from  the  least  as  from  the 
greatest  work  of  that  great  man,  one  must, 
it  would  seem,  save  in  matters  of  technique, 
look  in  vain. 

There  is  an  amusing  story  of  a  quaint 
mishap  that  befell  her  when,  as  a  very  young 
and  aspiring  artist,  she  made  her  first  visit 
to    Mt.    Parnassus.     On    the    slight,    rocky 


366 


COURAGE 


NELLIE  V.  WALKER 

court  of  st.  luke's  hospital,  Chicago 


:;<;* 


THE  AMERICAN  MAGAZINE  OF  ART 


CHIEF  KEOKUK 

BY    NELLIE    V.    WALKER 

ledge  which  separates  the  two  pools  that 
are  fed  by  the  fountain  at  Delphi  she  missed 
her  footing  and  found  herself,  perforce, 
purified  according  to  the  classical  tradition, 
by  immersion  in  the  lower  basin.  It  was 
the  jest  of  that  hour  that  the  gods  had  pushed 
her  in,  and  she  has  sometimes  since  declared, 
in  self-derisive  moments,  that  the  cream  of 
that  jest,  avenging  her  damaged  vestments, 
has  reverted  on  the  heads  of  the  Olympian 
deities.  The  splendid  attcstment  of  her 
work,  however,  makes  spurious  the  alle- 
gation, and  there  is  sufficient  evidence  in 
this  brief  day  of  plastic  sins  and  archaistic 
decadence  that  she  has  proved  herself,  like 


the  poets  of  the  Renaissance  which  Raphael 
commemorated  in  a  Vatican  fresco,  one  "to 
whom  the  waters  of  Castalia  had  come 
down." 

Aside  from  the  poetic  fitness  of  the  episode, 
there  is  discoverable  in  all  the  sculptural  ex- 
pressions of  this  artist,  whether  portrait  bust, 
ideal  figure  or  poetic  abstraction,  a  certain 
Hellenic  authority  of  taste.  From  the 
vulgarity  inherent  in  factitious  ornament 
and  speciously  complicated  line;  from  the 
spuriousness  of  naivete  in  the  statement  of 
familiar  truth;  from  the  morbidness  of  those 
atavistic  tendencies  painfully  present  in  the 
subversive  aesthetics  of  the  neo-primitives; 
from  all  the  cluttering  investitures  by  which 
high  beauty  is  bemused,  betrayed,  denied, 
she  has  been  mercifully  delivered  by  the 
gods  of  ancient  Greece. 

The  fine  monument  to  Senator  Stephenson 
admirably  illustrates  Miss  Walker's  means 
to  expression  in  the  matter  of  portraiture. 
She  has  conceived  her  subject  in  a  posture 
suitable  to  his  mature  years — the  reflective 
period  of  life — seated  in  a  small  alcove  that 
makes  congruous  his  position  against  the 
farther  background  of  the  river.  The  face, 
which  is  excellent  as  a  likeness,  is  strong  in 
line;  the  pose  of  the  head,  that  of  a  man 
long  accustomed  to  authority,  is  unvexed  by 
arrogance;  the  body  lines,  affirming  the 
characteristic  of  his  personality,  are  brought 
into  unity  of  expression  by  a  repetition  so 
insistent  as  to  suggest  almost  an  intention 
of  formal  design.  Her  use  of  symbols  is 
restrained  but  unashamed.  The  classical 
lines  of  the  chair  on  which  he  sits,  done  in 
low  relief,  and  the  folds  of  cloth  depending 
from  its  back,  frankly  suggesting  a  toga,  are 
clearly  reminiscent  of  the  tradition  of 
senatorial  dignity  descended  from  ancient 
Rome;  while  the  candle  and  the  books  at 
the  figure's  elbow  pleasantly  restore  to  the 
design  certain  essential  elements  of  balance 
effecting  space — and  time. 

The  rigorous  economy  of  the  artistic  state- 
ment in  statue  portraiture  has  been  happily 
relaxed  in  the  rendition  of  the  ideal  figure 
of  "Courage"'  designed  for  the  courtway  of 
St.  Luke's  Hospital,  Chicago,  as  a  memorial 
to  the  internes  who  lost  their  lives  in  service 
to  humanity.  It  is  commonly  regarded  as 
Miss  Walker's  finest  piece.  In  its  con- 
ception, and  not  merely  in  its  contributing 
symbols,   is   the   "great   tradition"  sensibly 
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present.  The  splendid  anatomy  of  the 
figure  that  might  have  attained  its  sym- 
metry in  the  gymnasiums  of  Athens;  the 
imaginative  motif  introduced  by  the  lifted 
flambeau;  the  valiance  of  the  pose  in  the 
arrested  moment — all  sustain  the  illusion  of 


heroic  in  size  and  is  finely  and  compactly 
modeled.  It  stands  upon  a  pedestal  that 
measures  more  than  twice  the  height  of  the 
figure.  Its  position  overlooking  the  broad 
waters  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  pleasant 
lands  he  loved  is  an  imposing  one,  and  the 
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heroic  pulchritude,  the  courage  of  those 
who  hold  aloft  through  bitter  vicissitudes  of 
stress  and  storm  the  torch  of  life.  It  is  in 
the  head  of  the  figure,  however,  that  the 
idea  implicit  in  the  design  strikes  its  high, 
definitive  note:  in  its  fine  poise,  in  the  firm 
jaw,  the  level  brows,  the  intensity  of  the 
gaze  there  is  felt  and  precisely  rendered 
that  high  quality  of  emotion  common  to  all 
high  achievements  in  art  and  life. 

In  the  effigy  of  Keokuk  which  stands  in 
Rand  Park.  Keokuk,  Iowa,  marking  the 
burial  place  of  the  great  chief,  the  artist  has 
achieved  the  characterization  both  of  an 
individual    and    a    type.     The    statue    is 


bronze  in  which  the  statue  is^cast  lends  a 
fine  element  of  verisimilitude. 

The  conception  of  the  warrior  as  adorned 
by  the  regalia  of  his  high  office  has  given 
the  artist  her  opportunity  for  the  achieve- 
ment of  a  distinguished  silhouette.  The 
dignity  of  the  composition  is  indisputable. 
The  noble  posture;  the  war  bonnet  of  eagle 
plumes  eloquent,  in  Indian  symbolism,  of 
power  and  the  authority  of  power;  the 
beneficence  that  is  the  attribute  of  power, 
implied  by  the  peace  pipe;  the  classical 
quality  of  repose  implicit  in  the  folds  of  the 
blanket  falling  from  the  left  shoulder;  the 
strong,  racial  characteristic  of  eye  and  jaw 
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all  preserve  and  interpret  to  the  present 
and  to  coming  generations  the  spirit  of  a 
great  race,  of  a  great  chief,  and  ''the  glory 
of  his  fallen  day." 

In  his  consideration  of  the  work  of 
American  sculptors  as  represented  by  the 
eight  hundred  pieces  which  made  up  the 
exhibition  organized  by  the  National 
Sculpture  Society,  and  recently  shown  in 
New  York,  Royal  Cortissoz  found  the  chief 
justification  of  its  artistic  purpose  to  lie  in 
honest  modeling  and  in  the  play  of  ideas. 
It  is,  perhaps,  a  modest  dictum,  but  its 
implication,    surely,    is    toward    the    fullest 


development  of  the  requisites  of  that  great 
art.  It  is  in  harmony  with  the  already 
established  lines  of  our  artistic  progress 
that  Miss  Walker  has  found  her  place.  One 
feels  the  testimony  of  her  accomplished 
work  to  be  vastly  prophetic  of  further 
achievement;  and  that  her  contribution, 
already  considerable,  may  claim,  in  addition 
to  that  personal  expression  inalienable  from 
any  work  of  more  than  passing  merit,  a 
something  not  implied  in  the  academic 
qualities  that  have  become  component  in 
our  national  expression:  a  high  quality  of 
repose,    a   radiance. 


SUSAN  H.  BRADLEY 

BY  LAURA  E.  RICHARDS 


WHEN  one  hears  of  an  exhibition  of 
watercolors  by  Susan  H.  Bradley,  one 
goes  to  see  it  as  a  matter  of  course,  because 
one  is  sure  to  see  something  interesting; 
to  see  good  subjects,  well  and  ably  handled. 
Art  critics  have  much  to  say  about  Mrs. 
Bradley's  pictures.  They  find  them  "ex- 
cellent specimens  of  what  watercolors 
ought  to  be,  bright,  crisp,  light,  and  spon- 
taneous." They  commend  her  directness 
and  freshness  of  style,  and  the  fact  that  she 
"knows  when  to  quit."  They  say  she  has 
"a  well-developed  handling-value  and  a 
right  method  of  work." 

All  this  is  extremely  gratifying  and 
absolutely  true;  the  average  person,  like 
myself,  who  knows  little  of  Art  with  a  big  A, 
and  likes  a  thing  because  she  likes  it.  simply 
enjoys  Mrs.  Bradley's  pictures  because 
they  are  enjoyable,  often  delightful.  They 
are  good  to  live  with.  Two  of  them  are 
before  me  as  I  write,  and  I  could  ill  spare 
them  from  my  daily  view,  the  more  that  I 
have  the  advantage  of  associating  the  work 
with  the  personality  of  the  artist. 

"Bright,  crisp,  light,  and  spontaneous." 
The  words  describe  Susan  Bradley  as  well 
as  her  watercolors;  only  1  must  add,  "\  ivid," 
to  give  a  real  impression  of  the  woman. 

I  look  back  through  the  long  years  of  our 
friendship  and  see  first  a  little  girl  of  ten, 
alert,  bright-eyed,  in  a  beautiful  plaid  silk 
dress,  with  her  hair  in  a  beautiful  brown 
chenille  net. 

"Do  you  know  that  I  am  your  cousin?" 
she  says. 


"No!"  says  shy,  embarrassed  Laura 
(whose  net  was  red). 

"Well,  I  am!" 

And  so  she  was,  in  indubitable  fourth 
degree,  and  we  have  been  friends  ever  since. 

Susan  Hinckley  was  a  Boston  child. 
Her  father,  Mr.  S.  L.  Hinckley,  was  of  the 
well-known  family  of  Northampton  Lymans, 
and  changed  his  name  for  family  reasons. 
Northampton  was  his  summer  home.  I 
visited  it  in  those  days  of  early  girlhood 
and  recall  with  delight  the  spacious,  sunny 
house,  filled — so  it  seems  now — with  merry 
boys  and  girls,  always  ready  for  a  frolic. 
"Susie"  and  I  were  much  together,  here 
and  in  Boston,  where  we  went  to  Miss 
Wilby's  school  and  to  Lorenzo  Papanti's 
dancing  school  together;  ate  our  buns, 
sauntering  up  and  down  Beacon  Street  in 
front  of  the  State  House,  and  discussed 
politics  with  ardor.  We  were  the  only 
"Lincoln  and  Hamlin"  girls.  I  seem  to  recall; 
the  others  were  "Bell  and  Everett":  hence 
heartburnings  and  recriminations. 

Later,  I  see  my  friend  in  society,  a  fine 
dancer,  with  tarletan  clouds  floating  about 
her.  I  married  first,  and  spent  a  year  in 
Europe,  where — in  Milan  it  was — whom 
should  I  meet  but  "Susie,"  travelling  with 
her  parents,  and  aglow,  as  were  my  husband 
and  I,  with  the  revelation  of  Italy  in  general 
and  art  in  particular.  She  had  already 
at  Miss  Wilby's  studied  the  history  of 
painting  and  learned  the  names  of  the  old 
masters  from  those  friends  of  the  schoolgirl, 
Messrs.    Crowe   and    Cavalcasclle;    she   was 
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all  preserve  and  interpret  to  the  present 
and  to  coming  generations  the  spirit  of  a 
great  race,  of  a  great  chief,  and  "the  glory 
of  his  fallen  day." 

In  his  consideration  of  the  work  of 
American  sculptors  as  represented  by  the 
eight  hundred  pieces  which  made  up  the 
exhibition  organized  by  the  National 
Sculpture  Society,  and  recently  shown  in 
New  York,  Royal  Cortissoz  found  the  chief 
justification  of  its  artistic  purpose  to  lie  in 
honest  modeling  and  in  the  play  of  ideas. 
It  is,  perhaps,  a  modest  dictum,  but  its 
implication,    surely,    is    toward    the    fullest 


development  of  the  requisites  of  that  great 
art.  It  is  in  harmony  with  the  already 
established  lines  of  our  artistic  progress 
that  Miss  Walker  has  found  her  place.  One 
feels  the  testimony  of  her  accomplished 
work  to  be  vastly  prophetic  of  further 
achievement:  and  that  her  contribution, 
already  considerable,  may  claim,  in  addition 
to  that  personal  expression  inalienable  from 
any  work  of  more  than  passing  merit,  a 
something  not  implied  in  the  academic 
qualities  that  have  become  component  in 
our  national  expression:  a  high  quality  of 
repose,    a   radiance. 
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WHEN  one  hears  of  an  exhibition  of 
watercolors  by  Susan  H.  Bradley,  one 
goes  to  see  it  as  a  matter  of  course,  because 
one  is  sure  to  see  something  interesting; 
to  see  good  subjects,  well  and  ably  handled. 
Art.  critics  have  much  to  say  about  Mrs. 
Bradley's  pictures.  They  find  them  "ex- 
cellent specimens  of  what  watercolors 
ought  to  be,  bright,  crisp,  light,  and  spon- 
taneous." They  commend  her  directness 
and  freshness  of  style,  and  the  fact  that  she 
"knows  when  to  quit."  They  say  she  has 
"a  well-developed  handling-value  and  a 
right  method  of  work." 

All  this  is  extremely  gratifying  and 
absolutely  true;  the  average  person,  like 
myself,  who  knows  little  of  Art  with  a  big  A, 
and  likes  a  thing  because  she  likes  it.  simply 
enjoys  Mrs.  Bradley's  pictures  because 
they  are  enjoyable,  often  delightful.  They 
are  good  to  lire  with.  Two  of  them  are 
before  me  as  I  write,  and  I  could  ill  spare 
them  from  my  daily  view,  the  more  that  I 
have  the  advantage  of  associating  the  work 
with  the  personality  of  the  artist. 

"Bright,  crisp,  light,  and  spontaneous." 
The  words  describe  Susan  Bradley  as  well 
as  her  watercolors;  only  I  must  add,  "Vivid," 
to  give  a  real  impression  of  the  woman. 

I  look  back  through  the  long  years  of  our 
friendship  and  see  first  a  little  girl  of  ten, 
alert,  bright-eyed,  in  a  beautiful  plaid  silk 
dress,  with  her  hair  in  a  beautiful  brown 
chenille  net. 

"Do  you  know  that  I  am  your  cousin?" 
she  says. 


"No!"  says  shy,  embarrassed  Laura 
(whose  net  was  red). 

"Well,  lam!" 

And  so  she  was,  in  indubitable  fourth 
degree,  and  we  have  been  friends  ever  since. 

Susan  Hinckley  was  a  Boston  child. 
Her  father,  Mr.  S.  L.  Hinckley,  was  of  the 
well-known  family  of  Northampton  Lymans, 
and  changed  his  name  for  family  reasons. 
Northampton  was  his  summer  home.  I 
visited  it  in  those  days  of  early  girlhood 
and  recall  with  delight  the  spacious,  sunny 
house,  filled — so  it  seems  now — with  merry 
boys  and  girls,  always  ready  for  a  frolic. 
"Susie"  and  I  were  much  together,  here 
and  in  Boston,  where  we  went  to  Miss 
Wilby's  school  and  to  Lorenzo  Papanti's 
dancing  school  together;  ate  our  buns, 
sauntering  up  and  down  Beacon  Street  in 
front  of  the  State  House,  and  discussed 
politics  with  ardor.  We  were  the  only 
"Lincoln  and  Hamlin"  girls,  I  seem  to  recall: 
the  others  were  "Bell  and  Everett":  hence 
heartburnings  and  recriminations. 

Later,  I  see  my  friend  in  society,  a  fine 
dancer,  with  tarletan  clouds  floating  about 
her.  I  married  first,  and  spent  a  year  in 
Europe,  where — in  Milan  it  was — whom 
should  I  meet  but  "Susie,"  travelling  with 
her  parents,  and  aglow,  as  were  my  husband 
and  I,  with  the  revelation  of  Italy  in  general 
and  art  in  particular.  She  had  already 
at  Miss  Wilby's  studied  the  history  of 
painting  and  learned  the  names  of  the  old 
masters  from  those  friends  of  the  schoolgirl, 
Messrs.    Crowe   and    Cavalcaselle;    she   was 
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J.  Warren  Keifery,  "Ssq.X 
Springfield^  QJEtw* 


Dear  Cousin^ 


It  is  so  long  since  I 
received  a  letter  from  you  that  I  am  anxious  to  hear  from  you. 
T  have  "been  very  closely  engaged  since  my  return  and  have  given 
but  little  time  to  the  land  "business  or  to  my  social  correspondence. 
I  have  since  the  first  of  April  fenced  in  200  acres  of  my  prairie 
and  have  "broken  and  put  in  corn  about  100  acres  -  the  corn  looks 
very  fine  and  if  the  season  should  continue  as  favorable  as  it 
has  been  thus  far  T  will  have  an  immense  crop.  I  never  saw  corn 
look  better. 

T  attended  our  State  Convention  on  the  9th  May  at  which 
we  nominated  our  State  officers  -  there  were  about  600  delegates 
and  T  can  truly  say  I  never  in  life  saw  congregated  together  so 
many  noble  intelligent  looking  men.  But  "Honest  Old  Abe"  was 
there  a  head  and  shoulders  above  the  rest,  the  noblest  Roman  of 
them  all  -  the  observed  of  all  observers  -  simple  and  unaffected 
in  manners  -  sociable  and  easy  of  access  to  the  humblest  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  I  had  the  honor  of  an  introduction  to  Lincoln 
by  my  friend  J»c.  K.  Dubois^ Auditor  of  State,  who  is  from  our 
County.  Lincoln  gave  me  a  very  cordial  greeting  and  entered  into 
conversation  as  an  old  friend  and  acquaintance.  After  conversing 
awhile  said  I  to  him,  "Lincoln  there  is  a  rumor  in  circulation  in 
our  region  about  you  and  I  want  you  to  tell  me  all  about  it."- 
""ell,"  said  he ,  "what  is  it?"   "About  30  years  ago  rumor  says  Abram 
Lincoln  was  seen  walking  barefoot  driving  an  ox  team  with  an  ox 
waggon  moving  a  family  through  our : town  of  Lawrenceville  -  is  that 
true?"   "In  part"  says  Lincoln.   "About  30  years  ago  I  did  drive 
my  father's  ox  waggon  and  team  moving  my  father* s  family  through 
your  town  of  Lawrenceville  and  I  was  afoot  but  not  barefoot., 
Tn  my  young  days  I  frequently  went  barefooted  but  on  that  occasion 
T  had  on  a  substantial  pair  of  shoes  -  it  was  a  cold  day  in  March 
and  I  never  went  barefooted  in  cold  weather.   T  will  remember  that 
trip  thro1  your  County  as  long  as  I  live.  I  crossed  the  Wabash 
at  Vincennes  and  the  river  being  high  the  road  on  the  low  prairie 
was  covered  with  water  a  half  mile  at  a  stretch  and  the  water 
covered  with  ice  -  the  only  means  by  which  I  could  keep  the  road 
was  by  observing  the  stakes  on  each  side  placed  as  guides  when 
the  water  is  over  the  road.  When  I  cameto  the  water  I  put  a 
favorite  fist  dog  T  had  along  into  the  wagon  and  got  in  myself 
and  whipped  up  my  oxen  and  started  into  the  water  to  pick  my  way 
across  as  well  as  I  could  -  after  breaking  the  ice  and  wading  about 
l/4  of  a  mile  my  little  dog  jumped  out  of  the  -waggon  and  the  ice 
being  thin  he  broke  through  and  was  struggling  for  life.  I   could 
no-b  bear  to  lose  my  dog  and  I  jumped  out  of  the  waggon  and  waded 
waiBt  deep  in  the  ice  and  water,  got  hold  of  him  and  helped  him 
out  and  saved  him." 

Lincoln  is  a  man  of  the  people  who  by  patient  toil  and 
perseverance  from  the  humblest  walks  of  life  is  now  to  be  considered 
second  to  no  man  in  our  great  Republic.   His  nomination  is  greeted 
with  enthusiastic  shouts  and  joyful  demonstrations  by  all  the 
friends  of  freedom  over  our  prairie  state.  We  have  good  reasons  to 
believe  that  Egypt  will  be  redeemed.  Lincoln  will  get  a  vastly  in- 
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creased  vote  over  the  vote  given  to  Fremont.  As  an  example  our 
County  of  Lav/rence  gave  Fre^mont  80  votes  only  out  of  a  vote  of 
1500.  At  our  next  fall  election  -roe  expect  to  cast  about  2000  and 
from  the  reports  of  a  recent  investigation  lately  mad**  we  expect  to 
carry  the  County  for  Lincoln  -  this  is  over  a  thousand  per  cent 
gain.  Many  other  counties  "boast  of  larger  gains  than  ours  -  in 
some  counties  in  "Egypt  there  were  "but  2  or  3  Republican  votes  given 
in  '56  and  they  now  expect  to  carry  the  counties  for  Lincoln. 

I  have  not  forgotten  the  promise  you  made  us  when  you 
were  here  that  you  would  visit  us  sometime  during  the  presidential 
canvass  and  make  us  some  stump  speeches.  May  we  hope  to  see  you 
here  before  long?  Come  and  bring  your  lady.  Bring  also  with  you 
some  of  those  land  buyers.  This  is  a  good  time  to  show  land  because 
the  crops  look  very  fine  and  flourishing  and  it  is  a  good  time  to 
buy  land  because  there  are  many  very  fine  bargains.  Bill  Lindsey 
and  Ed  are  here.  Bill  is  supporting  himself  at  the  law  and  Ed  is 
selling  fruit  trees  -  they  are  well  -  our  family  are  well.   Give 
our  respects  to  your  lady,  your  mother  and  all  the  friends. 

Yours  truly, 


Peter  Smith 


Monument  Portrays  Lincoln 
Among  His  Fellow  Villagers 


BY   FRANK   L.    HAYES. 

It  is  rare  that  obscure  villagers  are 
immortalized  in  sculpture.  At  last 
in  Chicago,  and  probably  for  the  first 
time,  a  monument  has  been  designed 
which  portrays  not  only  the  young 
Abraham  Lincoln  whom  the  village 
of  New  Salem  knew  but  also  the 
villagers  with  whom  Lincoln  mingled 
there  and  who,  doubtless,  though 
obscure  in  their  own  lives,  exercised 
a  profound  influence  on  his. 

Only  occasionally  in  the  history  of 
man,  apparently,  has  such  a  monu- 
ment been  designed.  A  humble  knife- 
grinder,  and  a  dying  barbarian,  sur- 
vive among  the  gods  and  heroes  of 
Greek  sculpture.  Egyptian  sculptors 
have  left  behind  them  dozens  of 
sculptured  pharaohs  to  one  round- 
headed  overseer  or  faithful  scribe. 
And  when  the  poet  Gray  in  the 
eighteenth  century  was  so  audacious 
as  to  apply  heroic  couplets,  not  like 
Pope  to  "lofty  Anna,  whom  three 
realms  obey,"  but  to  "the  rude  fore- 
fathers of  the  hamlet,"  he  was  de- 
scribed by  a  famous  contemporary,  Dr. 
Johnson,  as  "merely  dull  in  a  new 
way." 

Few  Depict  Village   Youth. 

Perhaps  that  explains  why  many 
sculptors  have  depicted  Lincoln,  the 
president,  and  few  have  had  the 
courage  to  depict  Lincoln,  the  vil- 
lage youth  who  thrashed  the  wres- 
tling  champion   of   Clary    Grove. 

The  sculptor  is  Miss  Nellie  V. 
Walker,  and  her  model  for  a  monu- 
ment to  Lincoln  and  his  neighbors 
of  New  Salem  is  at  her  studio,  6016 
Ingleside  avenue.  The  group  was 
designed  at  the  suggestion  of  a  pa- 
triotic society  of  New  Salem,,  its  mem- 


bers hoping  that  such  a  monument 
might  some  day  stand  at  one  of  the 
sites  there  which  Lincoln  knew. 

Lincoln  stands  in  the  foreground, 
and  behind  him  in  relief  are  grouped 
the  people  of  the  town  and  vicinity. 
At  the  extreme  left  are  some  of  the 
Clary  Grove  boys,  their  belligerent 
attitude  recalling  the  wrestling  bout 
in  which  Lincoln  threw  Jack  Arm- 
strong. Armstrong's  friends  were 
ready  to  spring  forward  and  avenge 
his  defeat  when  their  champion  told 
them  to  stand  back,  as  he  had  been 
thrown  fairly. 

Fiddler  Is   Depicted. 

Not  far  from  the  Clary  Grove  boys 
is  a  frontiersman  playing  a  fiddle: 
this  is  Jack  Kelso,  Lincoln's  friend, 
who.  it  was  said,  could  quote  Burns 
and  Shakespeare  by  the  hour.  At  the 
other  extreme  are  Squire  Bowling 
Green  and  his  wife  Nancy.  Green 
was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  his  wife 
of  South  Carolina.  Squire  Green  was 
nicknamed  "Pot"  in  allusion  to  his 
rotundity.  He  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace  and  lent  Lincoln  his  law  books. 
Kelso  With  his  Burns,  Squire  Green 
with  his  statutes,  Mentor  Graham  the 
schoolmaster,  and  even  William  Green 
the  grocery  clerk,  were  gratefully  re- 
garded by  Lincoln  as  having  aided  in 
his  education. 

In  the  center  of  the  group  is  Ann 
Rutledge,  popularly  believed  to  have 
been  Lincoln's  first  love.  Some  ques- 
tion the  seriousness  of  this  romance, 
but  it  was  vouched  for  by  Ann's  fa- 
ther, who  said  that  before  her  untime- 
ly death  she  was  loved  by  Lincoln  and 
loved  him  in  return. 

[A  photograph  of  Miss  Walker's 
monument  is  reproduced  in  the  pho- 
togravure section.] 
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Nellie  V.  Walker 

THE   MIDWAY   STUDIOS 

6016  INGLESIDE  AVENUE 

CHICAGO 


April  24,  1?34. 


Dr.  Louis  Warren, 
Lincoln  Research  Bureau, 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

My  dear  Mr,  Warren :- 

I  an  to  make  the  monument  which  the  Illinois 
Society,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution^ is 
to  provide  to  mark  the  spot  downstate,  across  the 
Wabash  from  Vlncennes,  where  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
his  family  first  stepped  on  the  soil  of  Illinois. 

There  are  so  man}?-  things  which  I  need  to  know 
before  I  go  further  with  the  work,  and  I  think  its 
likely  you  have  the  information  I  need.  May  I  come 
to  Fort  Wayne  some  day   soon,  perhaps  the  first  of 
the  week,  and  see  what  you  may  have  that  will  be 
helpful  to  me?  Parhaps  you  would  suggest  a  day  most 


convenient  for  you. 


Sincerely, 


%utU \  %  fa*^A*-*- 


April  25,   1934 


liiss  ITellie  V.wUker 
6016  InglesideAAve. 
Chicago,   Illinois 

Dear  Madam: 

We  are  delighted  to  learn  that  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  are  to  mark 
the  spot  whpareite  Vincermes  on  the  Wabash  River 
where  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  father's  family 
first  stepped  on  Illinois  soil. 

It  will  be  convenient  for  you  to  visit 
us  here  at  Port  Wayne  any  day  next  week,  our 
offices  being  open  from  eight  in  the  morning;  until 
four-thirty  in  the  afternoon. 

I  am  sure  you  will  find  much  here  that 
will  be  helpful  to  you  in  creating  the  atmosphere 
you  so  much  desire  for  your  Lincoln  study. 

You  will  find  here  practically  all  of 
the  memorials  which  Ivave  been  erected  to  Lincoln 
in  American  illustrated  and  described  so  that  you 
may  have  a  good  idea  what  has  been  done  in  the  way 
of  memorializing  our  great  American. 

Looking  forward  with  pleasure  to  greeting 
you,  I  am 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


LATfrLH  Director 


Nellie  V.  Walker 

THE   MIDWAY   STUDIOS 

6016    INGLES  IDE   AVENUE 

CHICAGO 


May  11,  1934. 


Dear  Dr.  Warren :- 

On  Mr.  Taft's  return  a  few  days  ago,  I  asked 
hlra  about  the  sculptor  Pickett  about  whom  you  In- 
quired when  we  were  In  Fort  Wayne  a  week  ago,  and 
he  is  unable  to  help.  He  says  the  name  Pickett 
occurs  several  times  in  American  art  history,  but 
about  this  particular  man  he  knows  nothing,  and 
could  suggest  no  means  of  finding  out.  He  is  very 
sorry  he  cannot  help.  Someday  you  may  quite  unex- 
pectedly learn  something  about  him;  I  hope  you 
may. 

Our  visit  to  you  in  Fort  Wayne  was  of  the 
utmost  help  to  mej  I  shall  always  remember  your 
very  great  kindness.  I  hope  I  may  see  you  In  my 
studio  sometime.  I  think  in  the  early  autumn  I 
shall  no  doubt  have  this  work  developed  to  a 
stage  where  It  would  be  of  Interest  to  you  and  I 
may  be  calling  for  help  even  before  that  time! 

With  best  wishes, 

Sincerely, 


huu  J1  lh^^7 


ucferVCn 


May  23,  1934 


Miss  Hellle  V.  Walker 
6016  tngleside  Avenue 
Chicago,  Illinois 

My  dear  Madam: 

I  regret  the  delay  in  getting  to  you  the 
information  I  promised  I  would  forward  out  I  have 
just  had  an  opportunity  to  make  some  search  for 
the  items  in  which  you  are  especially  interested. 

*,'/e  do  not  seem  to  have  here  a  good 
picture  of  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln,  the  step-mother  of 
the  president,  hut  you  will  find  a  fairly  good 
portrait  in  the  *Early  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln"  by 
Ida  M.  Tarbell  which  I  am  sure  is  available  in  the 
Public  Library.  Of  course,  it  shows  her  as  a  very 
old  woman  so  I  do  not  know  as  that  would  be  of  very 
much  help  to  you. 

The  names  of  the  migrating  party,  as  far 
as  I  can  learn  them,  and  their  ages  are  as  follows: 

Thomas  Lincoln,  age  54;  his  wife,  Sarah 
Johnsten  Lincoln,  age  41. 

Dennis  Hanks  age  31;  Elizabeth  Johnston 

Hanks,  his  wife,  age  33. 

John  Hall,  age  not  known,  and  Matilda 
Johnston  Hall,  his  wife,  age  19. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  age  21,  and  John  D. 
Johnston,  age  14. 

Dennis  Hanks  and  Elizabeth  Johnston  were 
married  in  June,  1821  and  had  four  children,  Sarah 
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May  23,  1934 


Jane,  ITancy  Ann,  Harriet  A,  and  John  Talbott.  These  children's 
ages  can  he  estimated  as  8,  6,  4  and  2,  respectively. 

John  Hall  and  !£atilda,  his  r/ife,  were  married  in  1826 
and  had  one  son,  John,  who  could  not  have  been  more  than  three 
years  old. 

This,  I  think,  gives  you  the  information  about  the  names 
and  age3  of  the  migrating  party. 

If  there  is  other  information  which  you  feel  I  could 
supply,  please  feel  free  to  call  upon  me. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 


LAW:LH 


Director 


Lincoln  Monument  Committee 

Mrs  Julian  G.  Goodhue,  Chairman 

27 1 4  Thayer  Street 

Evanston.  Illinois 


October  1,  1936 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 
Lincoln  Life  Insurance  Co. 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana 

My  dear  Dr.  Warren: 

At  three  of clock,  Central  Standard 
Time,  on  October  fourteenth,  the  Illinois 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  are  to 
have  a  ceremony  of  the  laying  of  the  corner 
stone  of  the  monument  which  they  are  to  place 
a£  the  site  in  Lawrence  County,  Illinois, 
where  Abraham  Lincoln,  with  his  family,  first 
entered  the  state. 


Construction  work  is  now  going  on 
and  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Works  of  Illinois,  we  shall  have 
a  memorial  park  of  twenty-four  and  one  half 
acres.  This  is  at  the  Illinois  end  of  the 
Lincoln  Memorial  bridge  which  spans  the 
Wabash  River,  connecting  Indiana  and  Illinois 
at  Vincennes,  Indiana,  the  nearest  town. 

We  have  the  honor  to  invite  you  to 
be  present  at  the  ceremony  and  to  extend  this 
invitation  to  members  of  your  organization. 

The  stone  for  the  monument  will  be 
placed  on  November  first,  and  when  the  carv- 
ing is  completed,  dedicatory  ceremonies  will 
take  place  and  this  occasion  will  also  be 
announced  to  you  later. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 
Q      Chairman 


r 


*  *  ~- 


October  6,  1936 


Krs.  Julian  G.  Goodhue,  Chairman 
Lincoln  Honuaent  Committee 
2714  Thayer  Street 
Ivantton,  Illinois 

fcy  daar  Madam; 

It  appears  now  as  if  it  would  "be  possible  for  me 
t*  be  present  at  the  ceremony  of  the  corner  stone  placement 
of  the  monument  is  Lawrence  County^  marking  the  place 
y&ere  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  family  first  entered  the  state. 

On  Tuesday,  October  13,  I  speak  at  the  dedication 
of  the  Lincoln  cabin  in  Quincy,  Illinois  and  it  appears  now 
as  if  I  may  be  able  to  coos  back  to  Tort  Wayne  by  the  way  og 
Ylncennes,  at  least  I  trust  ay  plans  task  allow  as  to  accept 
your  very  kind  Invitation  to  be  present  at  fee  ceremony. 

▼ery  truly  yours. 


Director 
UftXB  Lincoln  lational  Life  Foundation 


- 


Mrs.  Samuel  James  Campbell 

State  Regent 

1 1 1  Broadway 

Mount  Carroll,  Illinois 


Lincoln  Monument  Committee 

Mrs. Julian  G.Goodhue, Chairman 

4244  Greenview  Avenue 

Chicago,  Illinois 


Jaugljtas  of  ilje  American  Jlefroluttott 


STATE  OF  ILLINOIS 


January  26,  1937 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 
2530  Maple  Avenue 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Who,  that  loves  the  name  "Abraham  Lincoln",  is  not  moved  by  a  sentiment  of 
reverent  gratitude  as  the  birthday  of  this  great  man  approaches!  Perhaps  we,  of 
Illinois,  feel  a  closer  and  dearer  kinship  than  do  many  others,  because  he  was  an 
Illinoisan  and  he  loved  his  state. 

On  the  walls  of  the  entrance  to  the  Museum  of  the  City  of  New  York  are 
graven  these  words  of  Lincoln:  "I  like  to  see  a  man  proud  of  the  place  in  which 
he  lives.  I  like  to  see  a  man  live  so  that  his  place  will  be  proud  of  him."  We 
who  count  Illinois  "home"  are  proud,  gloriously  proud,  that  he  was  our  own  and 
we  welcome  opportunities  to  prove  it. 

In  the  winter  of  1830,  when  but  a  few  days  over  twenty-one,  Abraham  Lincoln 
and  his  father's  family  crossed  the  Wabash  River  from  Yincennes,  Indiana,  and  first 
touched  Illinois  soil  on  the  opposite  shore,  now  in  Lawrence  County.  He  wrote 
later  that  they  came  by  wagon  and  ox  team.  The  new,  the  Promised  Land,  beckoned 
them  westward. 

For  a  hundred  and  seven  years,  this  significant  and  historic  spot  has  re- 
mained unmarked.   It  lies  at  the  Illinois  end  of  the  beautiful  Lincoln  Memorial 
Bridge  which  joins  Indiana  and  Illinois  at  Yincennes.  The  Indiana  end  of  the  bridge 
is  now  glorified  by  the  magnificent  memorial  to  George  Rogers  Clark,  which  sharply 
emphasizes  the  sad  neglect  on  the  opposite  shore.  Until  last  spring  the  Lincoln 
site  was  marked  only  by  a  roadhouse  and  two  or  three  taverns. 

This  appalling  condition  has  seemed  to  the  Illinois  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  a  situation  that  need  not  and  must  not  be  perpetuated.  It  appeared  to 
them  as  something  of  a  blot  on  the  'scutcheon  of  the  state.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed two  and  a  half  years  ago,  by  this  organization,  to  take  steps  toward  suit- 
ably marking  and  preserving  that  spot.  The  approval  of  Governor  Horner  was  secured, 
and  by  means  of  funds  already  in  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  an  area  of  thirty- 
two  acres  is  now  under  construction  for  a  memorial  park.  As  the  funds  were  taken 
from  appropriations  in  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  the  project  does  not  involve 
further  taxes.  To  achieve  this  park  meant  two  years  of  patient,  unremitting  devo- 
tion to  the  cause. 


On  the  north  side,  about  sixty  feet  from  the  road,  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  are  placing  a  monument  to  the  young  Lincoln  as  a  testimony  of 
eternal  welcome,  a  tender  reminiscent  farewell. 
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The  panel  of  Indiana  limestone,  10  x  26  ft.,  on  a  5-|  ft.  base,  is  already- 
set  and  carving  has  begun.  The  monument  will  depict,  in  base  relief,  the  family 
of  Thomas  Lincoln  with  covered  wagon  and  oxen,  heading  into  Illinois.  Walking 
beside  them  will  be  a  statue  of  the  young  Lincoln  in  bronze.  The  great  appeal 
of  the  composition  will  be  to  young  people  who  travel  that  way,  and  hundreds  of 
cars  pass  daily.  A  parking  space  and  stone  benches  will  invite  the  traveler  and, 
as  he  looks,  he  will  be  reminded  of  what  one  young  man,  with  the  humblest  back- 
ground but  rich  in  ideals,  courage  and  the  far  vision,  made  of  himself.   The  world 
sadly  needs  such  reminders! 

The  Sculptor,  Nellie  V.  Walker,  long  associated  with  the  great  Lorado  Taft, 
was  chosen  by  him  before  his  death  as  one  of  the  three  sculptors  who  should  be  en- 
trusted to  complete  his  unfinished  work.  Mr.  Taft  saw  Miss  Walker's  model  for  our 
monument  several  times  and  expressed  his  admiration  for  it. 

The  members  of  this  Society  have  devotedly  raised  half  the  cost  of  the 
monument,  the  total  expense  of  which  will  be  $15,000.  Because  of  the  sad  death 
of  a  beloved  member  who  had  volunteered  to  complete  the  sum,  this  group  finds 
itself  in  a  situation  of  distressing  need.  We  are,  therefore,  sharing  this  op- 
portunity with  others  also  interested  in  Lincoln.  The  names  of  all  donors  will 
be  placed  in  a  "Book  of  Gratitude"  which  will  be  sealed  into  the  cornerstone. 

Dr.  James  A.  James,  President  of  the  Illinois  Historical  Society,  says  of 
the  the  project,  "I  wish  to  commend  most  heartily  the  project  undertaken  by  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  providing  for  a  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
at  the  Illinois  approach  to  the  bridge  across  the  Wabash  River  at  Vincennes. 

"The  statue  of  Lincoln  will  serve  as  a  reminder  of  the  coming  of  the 
Lincoln  Family  into  Illinois  and  the  significance  of  that  event  in  its  relation 
to  the  preservation  of  the  American  union." 

Wouldn't  it  always  give  you  a  warm  feeling  around  your  heart  to  know  that 
you  had  helped  to  make  such  a  tribute  possible?  The  gift  will  belong  to  the  State 
of  Illinois,  and,  therefore,  to  you,  as  one  of  its  citizens.  We  need  your  assist- 
ance. May  we  have  it? 


Most  sincerely  you^s, 


Chairman,  Lincoln  Monument  Committee 

Executive  Committee 

Mrs.  Samuel  James  Campbell  Mrs.  Francis  S.  Graham 

Mrs.  William  C.  Fox  Mrs.  T.  Henry  Greene 

Mrs.  Julian  G.  Goodhue  Mrs.  C.  Glen  Whitlock 

Mrs.  George  W.  Young 


Sixty-five  Years  Of  Marreid  Life 
Happily  Passed  by  Moulton  Couple 
E.  A.  Walkers,  Parents  of  Sculptress 


Today  is  their  sixty-fifth  wed- 
ding    anniversary. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  A.  Walker,  who 
are  Moulton's  longest  time  '  resi- 
dents as  well  as  oldest  citizens,  are 
today  receiving  the  congratulations 
of  a  host  of  friends  and  relatives 
as" they  attain. an  aniversary  grant- 
ed to  few  husbands  and  wives  to 
reach. 

Mr.  Walker  is  87  years  of  age 
and  Mrs.  Rebekah  Walker  is  90.; 
Mr.  Walker  has  lived  over  80  years 
in  the  state  of  Iowa  and  in  Moulton 
for  something  over  66  years.  He 
has  been  painter,  school  teacher, 
monument  and  stone  worker.  He 
and  Mrs.  Walker  are  tne  parents 
of  Nellie  Walker,  famed  sculptress 
of  Chicago,  former  associate  of  the 
noted  Lorado  Taft,  whose  work 
she  is  carrying  on  since  his  recent 
death.  One  of  the  Walker's  most 
treasured  possessions  on  their  an- 
niversary is  a  stone  bust  of  Lincoln 
which  was  carved  from  granite  by 
their  daughter  when  Nellie  was  17. 
It  was  her  first  effort  and  her  only 
model  was  a  frontispiece  taken  from 
an  old  book,  a  picture  of  the  Eman- 
cipator. 


stone  panel  group  to  be  erected  in 
connection  with  a  great  new  Mem- 
orial bridge  at  Vincennes,  Indiana. 
Nellie  has  been  associated  with  Lo- 
rado Taft  and  helped  him  with 
much   of  his   work.   Following  his 

death,  ska  hao  carried    =r>  -n-ith  aome 

of  his  efforts. 

In  a  bov,  in  which  it  was  sent  to 
the  World's  Fair  many  years  ago, 
the  bust  of  Lincoln  reposes  at  the 
Walker  home  in  Moulton  and,  if 
there  should  be  a  fire,  it  would  be 
removed  from  the  house  before  any 
other  treasure. 

Nellie  got  much  of  her  native 
ability  apparently  from  her  father, 
who  did  scholl-work  in  stone  from 
freehand  plans  which  he  drew  him- 
self, and  has  unusual  ability  with 
pencil  and  pen.  He  has  a  portrait 
which  he  made  of  Mrs.  Walker  that 
is  unusually  good. 

Mr.  Walker  is  the  last  of  a  fam- 
ily of  three  and  Mrs.  Walker  has 
one  brother  living,  Aaron  Lindsey, 
of  Newark,  Missouri,  the  last  two 
of  a  family  of  nine. 


"Walked  to  Moulton 
Mr.  Walker  was  born  in  Gilead, 
Miami  County,  Indiana,  and  Rebe- 
kab  J.  Lindsey  was  born  in  Brown 
County.  Ohio,  not  far  from  Cincin- 
nati. Mr.  Walker  came  with  his 
parents  from  Indiana  to  Salem  in 
Henry  County,  Iowa,  in  1856.  He 
lived  there  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  21,  when  he  walked  with  his 
brother,  Ira.  from  Salem  to  Moul- 
ton.  The  two  men  arrived  in  Moul- 
ton equipped  with  a  carpet  bag  and 
a  desire  to  make  their  way  and 
started  to  do  painting. 

Rebekah  Lindsey  lived  in  Brown 
County,    Ohio,    until    she    attained 
the  age  of  20,  when  she  came  with 
her  parents  and  seven  brothers  and 
sisters    to    Moulton.    Because      her 
brothers    went    to    war,      Rebekah 
Linsey    knew    from    actual    exper- 
ience "what  farmling  was  like  and 
helped  her   father,   Curtis  Lindsey, 
in  the  fields.   She  also  did   house- 
work at  Moulton  as  she  sought  to 
to   take   care   of   herself  at   a   time 
when  there  wasn't  any  work  for  a 
girl  to  do   except  housework. 
Met  in  1871 
It  was   in   '71   that  Mr.      Walker 
and   his    bride-to-be   met.    He    was 
painting  and  teaching  at  that  time 
and    Rebekah    was    working    as    a 
hired   girl.   The   marriage   followed 
in  '72  and  to  this  union  six  children 
■were  born    all  of  whom  are  living, 
as  follows:   Nellie  Walker,  of  Chi- 
cago   Lou  Walker,  of  Grand  Rap- 
ids    Michigan,    Charles   Walker  of 
Bloomfield,  Mrs.  Ada  Dickerson,  of 
Oregon     Illinois,    Lena    Walker    of 
Detroit."  and  Edna  Byers,  of  Hays, 

While  all  of  their  children  have 
been  successful,  it  was  Nellie  who 
became  the  most  widely  known. 
At  the  age  of  17  she  asked  her  fa- 
ther one  day  if  she  could  have  a 
block  of  stone  about  twice  the] 
thickness  and  approximate  size  of  | 
a  large  suitcase.  Her  father  gave 
her  the  stone  and  a  picture  of  Lin- 
coln and  the  diminutive  girl  began 
to  work  Twenty  four  days  later 
she  had  chiseled  out  of  the  stone  a 
remarkable  likeness.  The  work  was 
so  good  that  it  was  exhibited  _  at 
the  World's  Fair  and  attracted  wide 
attention  as  the  handiwork  of  a  17 
year  old  girl  who  had  never  be- 
fore tried  her  hand  at  sculptormg 
but  had  so  much  natural  ability 
that  she  produced  a  remarkable 
bust  with  her  first  venture. 
Becomes  Famous 
That  led  her  to  further  effort  in 
the  field  for  which  she  seemed  ad- 
apted and  the  result  is  that  she  be- 
came one  of  the  world's  foremost 
women  sculptresses  and  is  at  the 
present   time   working   on   a   huge 


.uonerate  ijhih? 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  both  attri- 
bute their  long  life  and  wedded 
happiness  to  "behaving."  Mr.  Wal- 
ker never  took  a  drink,  never  smo- 
ked, never  chewed  tobacco  and 
never  gambled.  He  will  offer  a  ?10 
bill  to  "any  man  of  similar  age  who 
can  sav  as  much  truthfully,  he  de- 
clares." Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker 
never  went  to  a  dance,  never  "ran 
around,"  and  avoided  overindul- 
gence in  anything.  They  have  been 
happv  through  long  years  together 
and  Mr.  Walker  declares  that  at 
his  advanced  age  he  can  turn  a 
handspring. 

Have  Excellent  Health 
Neither  Mr.  Nor  Mrs.  Walker  have 
had  occasion  to  have  a  doctor  since 
1893  and  at  this  time  they  report 
they  have  neither  ache  nor  pain. 
They  take  care  of  their  own  home, 
live  alone  and  enjoy  life.  Their  one 
companion  is  a  huge  cat  "Billy," 
17  years  of  age,  who  seems  to  be 
highly  contented  with  his  long 
years  in  the  WTalker  household.  He 
has  never  been  out  at  night  during 
his  stay  there  and  has  come  to 
understand  his  master  and  mistress 
so  well  that  he  exhibits  almost  hu- 
man intelligence  at  times  regard- 
ing their  commands. 

"Moulton  just  grew  up  with  us," 
says  Mr.  Walker  and  Moulton  could 
have  done  worse.  Today  a  host  of 
fnends  have  extended  their  sin- 
cere hope  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wal- 
kt.r  will  have  happy  returns  of  the 
dav. 

Four  Readier  Sixtieth 
At  one  time  there  were  four  cou- 
ples in  Moulton,  all  of  whom  were 
united  in  marriage  in  1872,  and  who 
lived  to  celebrate  their  60th  wed- 
ding anniversaries.  They  were  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  Moore,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ben  Archibald?  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Severs  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B. 
A.  Walker.  Now  with  the  exception 
of  the  Walkers,  the  survivors  are 
Mrs.  Moore  and  Mrs.  Archibald. 
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Nellie  v.  Walker 

THE   MIDWAY   STUDIOS 

6016    INGLESIDE   AVENUE 

CHICAGO 


March,  o,    IStftt. 


Dear  Dr.   Warren;- 


Once  upon  a  tine,  about  three  years  ago, 
you  were  good  enough  to  see  rae  in  your  library 
in  Fort  Wayne,  and  help  me  much  in  my  search 
for  Lincoln  lore,  Just  before  I  commenced  on 

near  Vincennes.   After  many 
I  tnink  we  shall  be  ready  for 
the  monument  sometime  this 


the  monument  down 
and  trying  delays 
the  dedication  of 
spring. 


And  now  I  have  another  Lincoln  project  to 
be  worked  out  and  again  I  need  your  advice  and 
help.   Ma,y  I  come  see  you  one  day  soon,  perhaps 
toward  the  end  of  this  week,  but  at  your  con- 
venience, of  course. 


Sincerely. 


A 


March?,  1938 


Mi SB  Uellie  V.  talker 
The  Midway  Studios 
6016  Ingleside  Ave. 
Chicago,   Illinois 

Dear  Miss  talker* 

I  an  pleased  to  acknowledge  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  March  6  to  Br.  Warren  who  is 
absent  from  Sort  ;/ayne  on  an  annual  speaking 
itinerary. 

It  is  my  suggestion  that  you  again 
write  Dr.  "'arren  so  that  a  letter  will  reach  this 
office  on    larch  21  on  which  date  Df.Warren  is  to 
return  to  -Fort  V/ayne. 

I  am  sure  that  Dr.  barren  will  be 
very  glad  to  talfc  with  you  but  Just  when  I  am 
unable  to  say  in  that  he  has  been  absent  f  roa 
Jort  -ayne  lor  quite  some  time. 

Yours  very  truly, 


MACtBS  Librarian 

M.A.Cook 


r 


March  23,  1938 


Miss  Nellie  Y.  Walker 
The  Midway  Studios 
6016  Ingleside  Avenue 
Chicago,   Illinois 

My  dear  Miss  Walker: 

It  would  be  a  pleasure  indeed  to  see  you  in 
fort  Wayne  any  feitae  this  week  or  next  week,  but  I  will 
be  out  of  the  city  mos#  of  the  time  during  the  first 
three  weeks  in  April. 

S  Just  arrived  after  an  extended  speaking 
itinerary  en  the  Western  Coast  and  this  is  my  first 
opportunity  to  answer  your  letter  of  March  0, 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAWs  KB  Sire  a  tor 


Nellie  v.  walker 

THE    MIDWAY    STUDIOS 

6016    INGLESIDE    AVENUE 

CHICAGO 


IHjKkS? 

s*c^; 

n£ 

B 

March  23 #  J93S, 


Dear  Dr.  Warren:- 


Thank  you  for  your  letter.   It  will  be 
more  convenient  for  rae  to  leave  the  studio 
this  week  than  next,  and  Friday-  seems  the  best 
day.   So  I  shall  try  to  go  to  Fort  Wavne  tw s 
Friday. 

I  am  told  a  train  leaves  here  at  Qj4=>,  on 
the  Pennsylvania.  When  I  arrive  I  will' take  a 
cab  direct  to  the  library.   If  for  any  reason 
Friday  is  not  convenient  with  you,  please  wire 
me  and  I  will  raake  it  another  day. 

Sincerely, 


(Zulu    &    f&alAlM- — , 


April  4,  1*938 


My  daar  Miss  Walk  ay* 

I  trust  you  will  not  think  fcy  Ihli  delay  that  I 
haft  not  fceen  latere  at  ©d  la  your  visit,  "but  it  is  rather 
difficult  to  find  tiras  to  get  the  material  together  which 
want  to  tend  you*  as  1  am  very  anxious  to  contribute  at 

much  a  a  I  can  to  your  contemplated  study* 

faiy  truly  youre, 


lA  H  ■■"•  Director 


Nellie  V.  Walker 

THE    MIDWAY    STUDIOS 

6016    INGLESIDE   AVENUE 

CHICAGO 


April  10,  193S. 


Dear  Dr.  Warren :- 

How  kind  you  have  been,  to  take  all  that 
trouble  to  provide  me  with  the  information  I  have 
needed.  And  I  am  not  as  ungrateful  as  this  delay 
in  writing  might  suggest.   Somewhere  I  picked  up 
a  "bug"  and  have  been  down  with  a  very  bad  cold. 

The  nictures  came  Friday  and  are  a  Joy  to 
have.   I  am  going  to  Washington  the  end  of  this 
week  to  be  gone  for  several  days,  after  which  I 
hope  to  begin  on  some  of  the  sketches.  Meantime 
I  have  them  "cooking"  in  my  mind. 

No  definite  date  has  been  set  as  yet  for  the 
Vlncennes  monument  dedication,  but  it  will  no  doubt 
occur  during  the  last  week  in  May.  Just  as  soon  as 
the  ladles  of  the  committee  have  completed  their 
arrangements,  I  will  let  you  know,  for  I  want  you 
to  be  there.   I'm  inclined  to  think  that  the  date 
may  be  May  28th,  but  cannot  be  certain  now. 

Thank  you  so  very  much  for  your  many  kindnesses 
in  connection  with  my  various  Lincoln  projects.  I 
wish  the  time  might  come  when  I  could  do  you  an 
equal  service. 

With  best  wishes, 


Sincerely, 


K 


Mrs. Julian  Gifford  Goodhue 

Historian   General 

Memorial   Continental   Hall 

Washington.  D.  C. 


April  15,  1938. 

Dr.  Louis  Warren, 

Historian  Lincoln  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

My  dear  Dr.  Warren: 

We  are  waiting  to  hear  from 
Governor  Horner  of  Illinois  as  to  whether  he  can  be 
present  on  May  28th,  if  we  choose  that  day  for  the 
dedication  of  the  Lincoln  monument  in  Lawrence 
County,  Illinois.   Inasmuch  as  we  are  giving  it  to 
the  state  of  Illinois  we  want  to  present  it  personally 
to  Governor  Horner. 

We  should  he  very  happy  if  you 
would  make  the  principle  address  on  the  occasion  of  the 
dedication.   It  could  not  be  over  long  because  the 
audience  may  have  to  stand  throughout  the  ceremony. 

I  hsve  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  "Floyd  W.  Stoelting,  President  of  the  Vincennes 
Kiwanis  Club  with  a  generous  offer  of  making  a  large 
luncheon  entertainment  with  you,  as  the  principle 
speaker.   However,  frankly,  I  think  that  we  are 
fortunate  enough  to  have  you  address  us  on  this 
historic  occasion.   Such  an  address  should  be  made 
at  the  monument,  otherwise,  the  program  there  would 
be  an  anti  climax.   I  am  sure  you  understand  and  will 
agree  with  me  that  the  importance  of  such  an  occasion 
should  not  be  stolen,  even,  through  a  generous  motive 
by  another  group  in  a  different  state. 

I  wish  that  I  could  tell  you  more 
definitely  when  the  dedication  will  take  place  and 
shall  do  so  at  the  first  possible  moment.   We  should 
greatly  appreciate  it  if  you  could  keep  yourself  free 
around  that  date. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Julian  G.  Goodhue, 
Historian  General 

N.S.D.A.R. 


April  18,  1939 


Mrs.  Julian  0,  Ooodhue,  Historian  General 

N.S.D.A.R. 

Memorial  Continental  Hall 

"ashinrton,  B.   C. 

M^T  dear  "rs.  Goodhue? 

It  would  be  a  pleasure  indeed  for  me 
to  address  your  dedicHlonVroun  on  May  ?B  if  you 
cone  to  a  decision,  with  reference  to  the  date, 

* 

All  the  other  d?>.ys  of  that  week  are 
already  engaged  a-*;  I  epsak  at  Tittle  Hock,  Arkansas 
on  May  24  and  25  and  at  Meaghi6j  ^ennepaee  on  May  26 
and  f!7,  rfcleh  would  enable  me  tc  reach  Yincennes  for 
your  program  on  the  28th  if  it  occurs  on  that  day. 

The  following  Monday  |M  supposed 
to  he  in  Pulton,  Missouri, 

The  firpt  three  days  of  June  are  open 
hut  on  (Jfene  5  I  speak  in  Parkersburg,  ''est  Virginia* 

I  have  m&de  a  very  remarkable  discovery 
fcnth  reference  to  the  Lincoln  migration  in  ^ihlch  you 
will  he  intensely  interested  and  whic"    will  put  youf  mind 
at  ease  on  one  of  the  problems  which  has  seriously 
oorfronted  the  Iin~oln 

Very  truly  yours. 


LAWlBB 


Direotor 


J~ 


Class  of  Service 


This  is  a  full-rate 
Telegram  or  Cable- 
gram unless  its  de- 
ferred character  is  in- 
dicated by  a  suitable 
symbol  above  or  pre- 
ceding the  address. 


BY  DIRECT  WIRE  FROM 

WESTERN 
UNION 


1223-S 


R.  B.   WHITE 
PRESIDENT 


NEWCOMB  CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN    OF  THE    BOARD 


J.  C.  VVIt-LEVER 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 


SYMBOLS 


"V, 


DL  =  Day  Letter 


NM  =  Night  Message 


KL  =  Night  Letter 


LC  =  Deferred  Cable 


NLT  =  Cable  Night  Letter 


Ship  Radiogram 


The  filing  time  shown  in  the  date  line  on  telegrams  and  day  letters  is  STANDARD  TIME  at  point  of  origin.   Time  of  receipt  is  STANDARD  TIME  at  point  of  destination. 

r    FA8    10    XC=0AKPARK    ILL   MAY    6    1011  A 

DR   LOUIS   A    WARREN, LINCOLN    NATL    LIFE   FOUNDATION^ 

-.COUNTING    ON   YOU   FOR   PRINCIPAL    ADDRESS    MONUMENT 

DEDICATION   JUNE   FOURTEENTH 

MRS    JULIAN    GOODHUE. 1157 Av.. 


THE  COMPANY  WILL  APPRECIATE  SUGGESTIONS  FROM  ITS  PATRONS  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 


June  2,  1938 


Mrs.  Julian  0.   Gocdhue,  Historian  General 
B.  S.  D.  A.  R. 
8714  fto*?aT   Stre-'t 
Evanston,  Illinois 

Dear  Mrs.  Goodhue: 

Sone  tine  ago  you  called  me  from  Chicago 
advising  that  you  wished  to  have  me  epeak  at  Vincennes 
on  June  14.  I  am  now  writing  to  ask  you  to  confirm 
this  engagement  by  letter  so  that  there  may  be  no  con- 
fusion as  to  the  date  and  exact  time  of  the  meeting. 

Inasrsach  as  I  speak  in  Pnrkersburg,  West 
Virginia  on  S-unrtay,  I  rould  appreciate  an  immediate 
reply. 

Very  truly  yours. 


LA.W:AD  Director 


Jons6,  1938 


Mrs.  Julian  G.  Goodhue 
222  H.  Lcmhard  Ave, 
Oak  R*rk,  III* 

* 
My  dear  Mrs,  Goodhues 

This  note  will  confirm  the  receipt  of 
your  invitation  and  noted  with  respect  to  the  time 
of  the  dedicatory  services  is  Lawrence  County  on 
Jons  12, 

I  will  1»  very  happy  indeed  to  apply 
my  remarks  to  twenty  minutes  as  you  have  suggested* 

X  am  somewhat  confused  ahout  the  luncheon 
and  I  am  wondering  If  this  is  the  same  luncheon  to 
which  Mr*  8t  ©siting,  Secretary  of  the  Ch&mfcer  of  - 
Commerce  of  Vlneennes  has  extended  me  an  invitation. 
I  have  advised  him,  of  course,  that  I  have  accepted 
the  invitation  extended  by  you  and  I  am  in  hope  they 
may  he  one  and  the  same  luncheon  although,  of  course, 
X  do  not  know. 

Tory  truly  yours, 


IAWjBI  Director 

L.A.Vs&rren 


Mrs  Julian  Gifford  Goodhue 

/^^istorian    General 


^' 
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June  15,  1938 


Mrs.  Julian  G.  Goodhue 
222  H.  Lombard  Ave. 
Oak  *ark,  111. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Goodhue* 

It  was  a  pleasure,  indeed,  to  be  with 
your  group  of  women  who  are  interested  in  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  I  want  to  oompli^ent  you  on  the  very 
excellent  way  yoti  handled  the  program.  It  certain- 
ly went  off  without  a  hitch  and  on  scheduled  time 
which  is  a  very  rare  occurrence  in  the  dedication 
of  monuments,  especially. 

The  atmosphere  of  **lag  Day,  perfect 
weather  conditions,  an-1'  the  very  appropriate  me- 
morial design  made  the  occasion  one  which  we  shall 
long  remember. 

It  was  a  very  great  pleasure,  indeed, 
for  me  to  have  part  in  the  ceremony,  inasmuch  as 
this  episode  in  Lincoln's  life,  port  rayed  "by  Miss 
Walker  is  one  of  paramount  interest  to  Lincoln 
students. 

If  I  can  at  any  time  he  of  service  to 
your  organization,  please  feel  free  to  call  upon 

me. 

Enclosed  you  wi""  1  please  find  my  ex- 
pense account  which  can  he  taken  care  of  at  your 
convenience. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW: AD  Director 


&cs  &&  ^Lr 


«>"&,       4&^__ 


£L*-^. 


,_Mrs. Julian  Gifford  Goodhue 

/A-^I^-Historian    General 

Memorial   Continental   Hall 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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WHEATOn!  ILL..  M.L1NOIAN 
Friday,  June   17,   1938 

D   A    R.  ATTENDS  LINCOLN 
MONUMENT  UNVEILING 


WHEATON  ILL  DAILY  JOURNAI 
THURSPAY  JUNE  if  W3§ 


A  monument  commemorating 
the  Inttanct/ol  Abraham  Lincoln 
into  Illinois  wfs  unveiled  at  Vin- 
ceninfc  oh'' Flag"  Day,  June  14. 

This  is  a  project  of  the  State  of 
Illinois  D.  A.  R.,  primarily  the 
work  of  Mrs.  Mary  Allison  Good-  j 
hue  of  Oak  Park,  national  Histori- 
an General.  | 
Five  members  of  renin-Wheal- 
on  Chapter,  Miss  Ruth  Patrick, 
Regent,  Mrs.  Arthur  Inman,  Past 
Regent,  Mrs.  Ruth  Inman  Steele, 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Gugler  and  Miss  Anna 
Brewer,  attended  these  services. 

The  monument,  situated  in  a 
park  of  32  acres  extending  on  both 
sides  of  the  highway  as  Memorial 
Bridge  enters  Illinois,  is  a  beauti- 
ful product  of  the  brain  of  the  well 
known  sculptress,  Miss  Nellie  V. 
Walker,  the  bronze  figure  of  the 
young  Lincoln  standing  out  in  fine 
relief  against  the  white  back- 
ground, showing  the  covered  wag- 
on and  the  Lincoln  family  on  then- 
journey  westward. 

As  the  state  and  national  officers 
took  their  places  on  the  south  side 
of  the  highway,  the  bugle-call  to 
the  colors  sounded,  and  the  flag 
slowly  rose  to  the  top  of  the  pole, 
.  all  sang  the  Star  Spangled  Ban- 
ner, moving  to  the  north  side  of 
the  highway,  where  a  speaker's 
platform  had  been  erected  near  the 
monument,  the  group,  led  by  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  Goodhue,  national  Histo- 
rian General,  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Zum. 
merman,  Illinois  State  Regent, 
continued  the  program. 

The  monument  was  impressively 
unveiled  by  two  pages,  and  Mrs. 
Goodhue  spoke  briefly,  referring  to 
her  four  years'  of  work  on  this 
project.  She  then  introduced  Dr. 
Louis  A.  Warren,  director  of  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
who  delivered  an  address  showing 
much  careful  research  and  making 
it  quite  clear  that  while  Lincoln 
had  to  struggle  with  extreme  pov- 
erty, his  family  was  an  honorable 
one,  containing  members  of  high 
character.  His  rise  to  prominence 
was  due  to  his  sturdy,  determined 
character,  industry  and  fine  men- 
tality. "This  monument,"  said  Dr. 
Warren,  "means  so  much  to  every 
American." 

Mrs.  J.  Zimmerman,  state  Re- 
gent, made  the  formel  presenta- 
tion to  the  state.  Acceptance  was 
voiced  by  Mr.  F.  Linden  Smith, 
:  director  of  the  Department  of  Pub 


Local  D.  A.  R.  See  Lincoln 
Monument  Unveiled 


Impressive  ^Ceremony  On 
Bank  of  W|ibash 


River,  Indiana 

I 


Summer  Special- 


lie  Works,  representing  Gov.  Hen- 
ry Horner. 

Miss  Nellie  V.  Walker,  the 
sculptress,  was  introduced,  and 
spoke  a  few  words.  Mrs.  Goodhue 
mentioned  the   articles  to  be  placed 


The   satisfaction  «|'c  achievement 
of  a  cherished  purpose  fell  to  the 
lot  of   Mrs.   Allison   Goodhue,  nat- 
ional    historian     general     of     the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion,   on    Tuesday    when    the    mem- 
[  orial    monument   to   Abraham  Lin- 
;  coin  was  unveiled  on  the  west  bank 
l  of  the  Wabash  at  Vincennes,  Ind. 
This    monument,    made    of    limc- 
1  stone  with  the  figure  of  Lincoln  in 
4  bronze,  is  located  no  the  spot  where 
x  Lincoln,  at  the  age  of  21,  first  en- 
x  tered  Illinois.    The  dedication  cere- 
l  monies   began  with   the  bugle   call 

to  colors. 
|      As  the  flag  slowly  rose  to  the  top 
of  the  tall  staff  on  the  south  side 
of  the  memorial   bridge   the   audi- 
ence, led  by  the  State  Regent  Mrs. 
Jacob   Zimmerman,   sang   the    Star 
Spangled  Banner. 
Four   Years'   Efforts 
Mrs.   Goodhue   then   took   charge 
of    the    program,    speaking   briefly 
of  her  four  years  of  effort  on  the 
project.     The   monument  was   then 
unveiled  by  two  pages. 

Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  director  of 
the  Lincoln.  National ...Life  Founda- 
tion, delivered  th"e"address.  Doctor 
Warren  spoke  eloquently  of  Lin- 
coln's heritage  from  a  good  ances- 
try, refuting  the  commonly  accept- 
ed statement  of  inferior  birth.  His 
poverty  was  economic,  not  social. 
"This  monument,"  said  Doctor 
Warren,  "marks  two  distinct  tran- 
sitions in  his  life.  Biologically,  he 
emerges  from  a  youth  to  a  man, 
and  geographically,  he  enters  into 
the  very  atmosphere  of  the  North- 
west." 

Formally  Presented 
The  State  Regent  presented  the 
monument  to  Illinois.  It  was  ac- 
cepted by  F.  Linden  Smith,  direc- 
tor of  the  department  of  public 
works  who  represented  Gov.  Henry 
Horner. 

Miss  Nellie  V.  Walker,  sculp- 
tress, a  member  of  the  D.A.R.,  de- 
signed the  monument  and  had  full 
charge  of  its  preparation.  Miss 
uValker  made  a  few  remarks.  Mrs. 
Tuoodhue  placed  certain  important 
^-documents  to  be  sealed  in  the  cor- 
4[ier  stone,  and  the  program  closed 


■  TKRL1NQ.  ILL.,  OAZrm 
Saturday,  June  11,  1938 

Lincoln  Monument 
Will  Be  Unveiled 
Flag  Day,  June  14 

—f —        I 

CHICAGO  —  (AP)  —  Abraham 
Lincoln's  entrance  into  Illinois  at 
the  side  of  his  plQneer  father's  cov- 
ered wagpn  is  depicted  in  a  knonu- 
ment  to  be  unveiled  Flag  day,  June 
14,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Wabash 
river  in  Lawrence  county. 

Illinois  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution  from  all  parts  of  the 
state  will  assemble  at  the  park 
created  by  the  state  on  Route  50  at 
the  Illinois  end  of  the  Lincoln  Me- 
morial bridge  opposite  Vincennes, 
Ind.  Their  contributions  during  a 
four-year  campaign  paid  for  the 
$$15,000  monument. 

The  memorial,  a  bas  relief  panel 
of  limestone,  portrays  young  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  in  bronze,  walking  be- 
side the  oxen  near  his  father. 

The  sculptress  was  Miss  Nellie  V. 
Walker  of  Chicago,  a  pupil  of  Lora- 
do  Taft. 

The  idea  for  the  monument  was 
conceived  by  Mrs.  Julia  G.  Good- 
hue, of  Oak  Park,  while  serving  as 
state  regent  of  the  organization  in 
1933.  Principal  speaker  at  the  un- 
veiling will  be  Dr.  Louis  Warren  of 
the  Lincoln  foundation. 

Mrs.  Jacob  F.  Zimmerman,  of  Har- 
vey, 111.,  state  regent,  state  officers 
of  the  D.  A.  R.,  as  well  as  leaders 
and  members  of  the  organization  in 
Indiana,  will  attend.  The  ceremony 
will  begin  at  11  a.  m. 


THREATENS  YOUNG 

■hi.rv:-  -  -    ?"  •'""ATS 


Local  D.A.R.'s  To 
Attend    Dedication 
At  Vincennes,  Ind. 

The  o  unrip  on  I  the  grounds  at 
the  home\of\lv$r.  and  Mrs.  Walter 
Tisch  of  Signal  Point,  an  annual 
custom  of  the  D.  A.  R.,  will  not  be 
held  this  year  so  that  members  of 
the  chapter  may  attend  out-of-town 
events  planned  for  that  day. 

Some    will    attend     the     Covered 
Wagon  Pageant,  to  be  held  at  Jones 
Park,    East    St.    Louis,    while    others  \ 
will  attend  the  dedication  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  Memorial  erected   at 
the  end  of  the  George  Rogers  Clark  j 
Memorial   Bridge,   which   spans   the  i 
Wabash    river    at      Vincennes,    Ind.,  | 


"with  the  singing  of  "America." 


on  the  approximate  site,  where  th3 

Lincoln  family  entered  Illinois  more 

*      About  150  visiting  delegates  and 'than  a  century  ago. 

°Hguests    enjoyed    luncheon    together ,     Dr.   Louis   Warren   of   the   Lincoln 

f'at  the  Fortnightly  club  with  Curtis  '  Memorial    Foundation,    will    be    the 

O    Shake  actine-  as  toastmaster.       dedicatory   speaker   at    the   ceremo- 

jny  beginning  at  11  a.  m.     A  lunch. 


Cytale  Jlegent^rsjarob  ^freortrb,  Zimmerman 
anb^e  Illinois  ®rgawuatwm  of 
Che  Rational  Society  •©angers  of  %  ^mcrican  JHeUolution 
request  the  honour  of  your  presence  at  % 
•Bebtcatum  of  Ull|epncoltt  ^Monument  anb  its 
presentation  to  tl^tate  of  ^Illinois 
(Tnesbay,the  fourteenth,  of  Dune 
jxineteen  bunbreb  tluriy-eiglii 
at  eleOen  o'clock  central  staubarb  time 
^Camrence  Qlounty,  ^Illinois 
at  %  Illinois  cnb  of  ilje^mcoln^enuirml  ^ribge 
opposite  Pincennes,,3)nbiana 
•^.-Koute  50 
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Lincoln  -  Man  of  the  Northwest 

The  "Western  Sun,"  published  at  Vincennes,  displayed  in 
its  ispue  of  February  20 ,  1830,  an  advertisement  offering  for  sale  a 
ferry  opposite  the  Columbia  Steam  Mill  with  a  house  and  twenty  acres  of 
land.  The  owner  was  Solomon  Shuler  and  it  is  likely  that  he  "set  across" 
the  river  the  family,  including  the  illustrious  Lincoln,  we  Te  here  to 
memorialise  today. 

The  historic  significance  of  this  crossing  cannot  he  ex- 
aggerated and  the  episode  commemorated  hy  this  br>s-relief  and  statue  is 
one  of  the  important  milestones  in  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  cross- 
ing of  the  Ohio  River  fourteen  years  earlier  had  inducted  a  seven  year  old 
child  into  a  marvelous  playground  where  all  children  were  eoual  ^nd  where 
the  idea  of  freedom  had  something  to  do  with  the  selection  of  the  community 
personnel. 

There  was  something  "beside  land  that  drew  men  to  the  Indiana 
territory  and  having  found  and  properly  evaluated  that  spirit  of  liberty 
for  all,  they  were  now  giving  attention  to  supplementing  this  boon  with  wide 
and  fertile  acres.  The  call  of  the  West  was  also  in  the  air  just  as  trulyas 
the  call  of  the  Wilderness  "beckoned  men  to  strike  out  for  Kentucky  two  gener- 
ations before. 

The  chief  item  about  this  migration  of  the  Lincoln  family  which 
seems  to  over  shadow  all  the  other  moves  of  a-1 1  the  other  Lincolns,  is  the 
tremendously  important  fact  that  Ahraham  Lincoln,  within  the  past  month  had 
parsed  his  21st  birthday.  He  had  become  a  mnn.  Now  when  a  boy  "becomes  aman 
at  fourteen  or  sixteen  or  there  abouta,  and  begins  to  drive  the  family  car  and 
supervise, to  a  large  extent,  his  own  behavior,  it  is  difficult  to  appreciate 
the  momentous  occasion  f»xporienc°d  hy  the  pioneer  boy  in  becoming  of  age.  At 
twenty-one  and  not  until  then  was  he  ellgihle  to  J^&w.  "for  himself. 


This  Wabash  River  not  only  marks  the  cropping  place  of  a 
migratory  group  from  one  state  to  another,  hut  it  likewise  marks  the  pass- 
ing of  Abraham  from  adolesence  and  youth  to  manhood.  This  experience  could 
not  have  been  visualized  more  impressively  than  by  allowing. Abraham  Lincoln 
to  stand  out  from  the  gioup  as  he  does.  Regardless  of  his  achievements  in 
the  future,  on  the  day  he  first  set  foot  on  Illinois  soil  he  was  the  out- 
standing member  of  the  caravan  group  because  he  was  twenty-one. 

The  direction  which  this  caravan  took  after  reaching  this 
Illinois  county  is  of  great  importance.  Had  it  continued  directly  west- 
ward as  was  the  usual  proceedure  of  so  many  early  migrations,  the  family 
would  have  settled  in  the  section  of  Illinois  profanely  called  Egypt,  and 
Abraham  Lincoln  as  a  representative  in  the  Legislature  from  that  section  of 
Illinois,  would  hardly  have  joined  with  Dan  Stone  in  his  remonstrance  against 
the  slavery  issue  if  he  had  desired  to  be  re-elected  to  that  body. 

But  the  caravan  veered  to  the  north  and  every  mile  in  this 
direction  da?ew  them  into  closer  contact  with  immigrants  who  had  come  from  dxU-v* 
free-states.  Here  there  were  fewer  associates  bound  to  the  ideas  and  customs 
of  the  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  colonies  which  had  been  established  along 
southern  Indiana  an&  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  River.  The  northern  influence 
was  now  to  be  felt  to  a  more  marked  degree,  yet  they  were  not  to  continue  far 
enough  north  to  loose  altogether  the  levening  influence  of  southern  neighbors. 

This  monument  marks  %-no   distinct  transitions  in  the  life  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  biologically  he  emerges  from  a  youth  to  a  man,  and  geo- 
graphically he  enters  irto  the  very  atmosphere  of  the  northwest.  He  is  now 
a  man  of  the  Northwest. 
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Memorial  to  Lincoln's  Youth  Is  Unveiled 


Bronze.  Stone  Sculpture 

On  Bank  of   Wabash 

Opposite  Vincennes, 

I  The   Times   Special    Service. 

Vincennes,  Ind.,  June  14. — 
Travelers  who  cross  the  historic 
i  Wabash  River  from  Vincennes 
into  Illinois  in  future  will  view 
a  beautiful  bronze  and  stone  me- 
morial to  the  youth  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  unveiled  today  at  dedica- 
tion ceremonies  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  river. 

Sponsored  and  erected  by  the 
Illinois  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  the  memorial  con- 
tains a  bronze  statue  of  21-year- 
old  Lincoln,  showing  him  toiling 
along  beside  the  ox-cart  of  his 
father,  Thomas  Lincoln.  The  ox- 
cart, the  father  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  are  carved  in 
a  bas-relief  background  of  stone. 

Below  the  scene  is  inscribed  the 
legend:  "In  the  late  winter  of 
1830,  a  few  weeks  after  his  twen- 
ty-first birthday,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln passed  this  way  with  his 
father's  family,  entering  the  State 
of  Illinois  for  the  first  time." 
OPPOSITE  MEMORIAL. 

The  memorial  is  across  the  river 
from  the  great  George  Rogers 
Clark  national  memorial,  and 
forms  a  striking  supplement  to 
the  historic  river-bank  scene.  The 
heroic  conquests  of  Clark  pre- 
ceded the  crossing  of  the  Wabash 
by  Lincoln  by  a  half-century,  but 
unquestionably  the  youth  who 
was  to  become  the  "Great  Eman- 
cipator-' heard  of  the  glorious  his- 
tory of  the  spot  in  his  short  stop 
in  Vincennes  in  1830. 

The  memorial  is  the  work  of 
Nellie  Walker,  of  Chicago,  sculp- 
tress. 

Across   the   pavement   of   U.   S. 

Rd.    50    from    the   new    memorial 

is  a  new  flag  pole,  which  also  was 

j  dedicated  in  Flag  Day  ceremonies 


*V     Tr     "3P 


Youthful  Pioneer  Drives  Father's  Ox-Wagon. 
Vincennes,  Ind.,  June  14. — The  bronze  fig- 
ure of  Abraham  Lincoln  as  a  youthful  pioneer 
is  shown,  stick  in  hand,  as  he  tends  the  oxen, 
carved  in  bas-relief  on  the  background  of 
stone  showing  members  of  his  father's  family 


and  their  covered  wagon  as  they  passed  into 
Illinois  from  Indiana,  forms  a  permanent  me- 
morial on  the  western  banks  of  the  Wabash 
River  opposite  the  national  memorial  to  George 
Rogers  Clark. 


this  morning.     It  is  a  part  of  the 
D.A.R.  park  scene. 
PROGRAM  LISTED. 

The  dedication  program  was  as 
follows: 

Call  to  Assembly,  11  a.m. — 
Bugler. 

Invocation — Mrs.  Phillip  L. 
Mathison,  State  chaplain  of  the 
Illinois  D.A.R. 

Introduction  of  Chairman — Mrs. 
Jacob  Frederick  Zimmerman, 
State  regent. 

Raising  of  the  flag. 


"Call  to  the  Colors" — Bugler. 

Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the 
Flag — The  Assembly  led  by  M'ss 
Florence  Deneen,  State  chairman 
"Correct  Use  of  the  Flag"  Com- 
mittee. 

"The  Star  Spangled  Banner"— 
Assembly. 

Presentation  of  guests  of  honor. 

Unveiling  of  the  monument. 

Address — Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 
of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  noted  Lincoln 
student. 


Placing  of  papers  in  corner- 
stone. 

Presentation  to  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois— Mrs.  Zimmerman.  • 

Acceptance  by  Paul  Angle,  Illi- 
nois  State   Librarian. 

Singing  of  "Illinois" — Assembly. 

Benediction — Mrs.  Mathison. 

The  ceremonies  were  followed 
by  a  civic  luncheon  meeting,  at 
which  Justice  Curtis  G.  Shake  of 
the  Indiana  Supreme  Court  was 
the  principal  speaker. 
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DEDICATE  SHRINE 
TO  LINCOLN  ON 
BANK  OF  WABASH 

Vincennes,  Ind.,  June  14.— [Special.] 
—The  Lincoln  Shrine,  erected  on  the 
Illinois  side  of  the  Wabash  river  in  a 
small  park  acquired  by  tbe  state  of 
Illinois,  was  unveiled  today  before  an 
audience  made  up  largely  of  Illinois 
chapters  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

The  shrine  was  erected  on  the  site 
in  Lawrence  county,  111.,  where  the 
family  of  Abraham  Lincoln  crossed 
the  liver  in  1830  when  they  moved 
from  the  hills  of  Spencer  county, 
Ind.,  to  their  new  home  near  Decatur, 
111. 

The  shrine,  constructed  of  Indiana 
limestone  on  which  is  carved  two 
ox-drawn  wagons,  moving  westward, 
was  designed  by  Miss  Nellie  V.  Wal- 
ker, Chicago  sculptress,  and  donated 
by  the  Illinois  chapter  of  the  D.  A.  R. 
A  bronze  statue  of  Lincoln  completes 
the  shrine. 


/f.  tut     .-»  -*  .-> 


Dr.  Warren  Talks 
At  Dedication  Of 
Vincennes  Shrine 


VINCENNES,  Ind.,  June  15.— 
(I.N.S.) — Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  direc- 
tor of  the  Lincoln  Museum  of  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, gave  the  address  at  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  Lincoln  Shrine  on  the  Illi- 
nois side  of  the  Wabash  River  mark- 
ing the  site  where  the  family  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  crossed  the  river  in 
1830,  moving  from  the  hills  of  Spen- 
cer County  to   near  Decatur,   111, 

Constructed  of  Indiana  limestone, 
on  which  is  carved  two  ox-drawn 
wagons,  moving  westward,  the  Shrine 
was  designed  by  Miss  Nellie  V.  Walk- 
er, Chicago  sculptress,  and  donated 
by  the  Illinois  chapter  of  the  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution.  A 
bronze  lift-size  statue  of  the  Civil 
War  President   completes   the   Shrine. 

Doctor  Warren  read  excerpts  from 
a  letter  written  by  Lincoln  giving  de- 
tails of  the  long  journey  from  Indiana 
to  Illinois. 


VINCENNES  riND.V  SUN-COMMBRdAf 
iUNE  144  19*1 
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Thursday,  June  16,  1938 
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MEMORIAL  IS 
DEDICATED   TO 
ABE   LINCOLN 

Vincennes,— Dedidicatory   ceremonies 

at  the  Lincoln  Memorial  on  the  Illinois 
hanks  of  the  Wabash  at  the  west  end 
of  Memorial  bridge  were  held  Tuesday,  i 

The  great  bronze  figure  of  Abraham  J 
[,inP„ln    in    the    fore    Of    the    stone   base- 
relief   was  mounted   on    a   bronze   plate. 

Notables  from  the  state  of  Illinois 
headed  hv  Mrs.  Julian  A.  Goodue,  his- 
torian general  of  the  I).  A.  R.,  numer- 
ous leaders  of  eivie  affairs  of  Indiana, 
and  others  especially  interested  in  Lin- 
coln-lore were  present  for  the  cere- 
monies. 

The  dedication  was  held  at  11  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  when  Louis  A.  Warren, 
head  (,f  the  Lincoln  Foundation  of  Fort 


Wavne,   spoke. 

Later,  a  luncheon  was  held,  when 
honorary  guest's  were  presented  to  civic 
and  dub  leaders  of  Vincennes. 

The  eight-foot  statue  of  Lincoln  de- 
picts the  youthful  pioneer  as  he  swung 
along  beside  the  ox-drawn  covered 
wajron  with  other  members  of  his  fam- 
ily in  the  trek  to  Illinois. 

'  Inscribed    on    the    stone    face    of    the 
marker    are    the    words: 
I       -In    the    late    winter    of    1830,    a    few 
1  weeks    after    his    twenty-first    birthday, 


A  New  Shrine 

The  Illinois  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
deserve  the  appreciation  of  the  entire  Middle  west  for 
jiving  to  Illinois  their  beautilul  monument  on  Lincoln. 
They  have  given  us  a  new  shrine. 

It  completes  the  picture  for  the  Memorial  bridge 
and  makes  the  bridge,  already  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
in  America,  undoubtably  the  most  historic.  On  one 
side,  a  national  memorial  commemorates  one  of  the 
greatest  military  victories  in  American  history,  a  vic- 
:ory  that  made  the  expansion  of  United  States  beyond 
the  mountains  possible.  On  the  other  side,  a  monument 
that  commemorates  the  arribal  in  Illinois  of  a  youth  of 
21,  destined  to  become  one  of  the  great  men  of  all  time. 
What  other  bridge  in  America  is  more  significant? 

As  was  pointed  out  this  alternoon  by  Dr.  Warren,  the 
speaker  at  the  dedication,  the  historic  importance  of 
Lincoln's  crossing  of  the  river  here  cannot  be  exa-ggerat- 
?d.  Lincoln  had  spent  his  boyhood,  fourteen  years  in 
southern  Indiana.  When  he  left  Indiana  he  left  his 
boyhood  behind  him. 

The  monument  itself  is  unusual,  with  the  figure  of 
Lincoln  cast  in  bronze  standing  beside  the  bas  relief  in 
stone,  showing  his  father's  covered  wagon,  and  the 
members  of  his  family. 

Miss  Nellie  Walker,  the  sculptor,  was  given  a  dilli- 
cult  assignment  in  re-creating  Lincoln  as  a  youth  of 
21.  There  were  no  pictures  or  portraits  of  him  at  that 
age.  She  had  only  the  pictures  taken  in  his  late  thir- 
ties and  the  latter  years  of  his  life  to  guide  her.  But 
I  she  met  the  responsibility  nobly.  That  man-youth 
perpetuated  over  there  in  bronze  is  Lincoln.  It  coin- 
:ides  with  the  mental  pictures  we  all  have  of  him. 

The  federal  government  has  done  fitting  honor  to 
George  Rogers  Clark. 

The  Illinois  D.  A.  R.  has  commemorated  the  Lincoln 
chapter,  for  the  ages. 

There  is  still  another  phase  of  American  history  that 
needs  glorification — the  Indiana  territorial  days  of  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison. 

When  that  is  done  Vincennes  will  truly  be  a  shrine  of 
which  the  whole  nation  will  be  proud. 


Kumishin,  a  beautiful  setting  for  the 

|  his    father's   final?    entering   tin    st.it<     *  .       „„  the  background  on 

!  of  Illinois  for  the  first  time.  I  P'- "  '    "    ' 

Garbed    in    the    heavy    clothes   of    the  .either  m  u  sU1ewalks    have    been 

t:;:^:z^:::tz:":ti^ .«*■ » - k- 

i>    d«d    " '•    br'ed,e*    aml    J:'lkl   '      ented  Gov.  Henrv   Homer  a.   the  dedi- 

nnd  is  moving  in  full  stride.  executive  declining  an 

On  me ,  the  spirit  of  adventure      .         .  ^.^      (1, 

"•»»«    »b0VC    thC    0tl"    f,BUreS'         lheC«        .state  matters. 

In    front,    ahead    of    the    oxen.    a,e    tin  pi    ■  ,.       ,       JerviS       of 

l^rcnts  of, „  Abe.  The  latter  flanks              ,.  r  .        ^ ''^    ,  q    ,  ,„.    „.„.,„_ 

|  the  yoke,  as  does  another  t,gure  on  the  . 1 • vh  ,m  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

opposite  side,  in  the  stone  relief.                   »  '  ,j     „,,„,„  of  the 

!       Tugging  at  aw. .to  aid  the  slow  t        »•  ^   ^ 

beasts,    is    Tom     Lincoln,     whose     facial  }<   'i 

resemblance   to    his   brother   is    remark-  SPORTS   FESTIVAL 

aide.     To     the     rear     of    T are       tWO     FARM 1    SPORTS    ^     (      ^^ 

'•I'i'dren,   , >    and   girl.    In   the  jnri .  ■  t(>  )u.  ,„,,,  „,  ,„, 

arms,    :i    lamb    hovers   close,    while    th.       aim  r.Trhann,      tire 

carefree    lad    swings    .Ion,    behind,    a    I  n.       >  >         ' 

.    i  *-    ,       i  t  i  ■  i  u     '  i  —      (Mill      *'• 

,,olc  over  his  shoulder. 


State  Takes  Over 
Lincoln  Monument 


The  Lincoln  monument  at  Lincoln 
Trail  state  park  in  Lawrenceville  was 
dedicated  today  and  presented  to  the 
=tate  by  the  Illinois  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

Formal  presentation  of  the  monu- 
ment was  made  by  Mrs.  Jacob  Fred- 
rich  Zimmerman,  state  regent  of  the 
D.A.R.  Acceptance  was  by  F.  Lynden 
Smith,  state  director  of  public  works 
and  buildings,  who  represented  Gov- 
ernor Horner. 

The  monument,  which  stands  in  a 
32  acre  park  on  tht  Illinois  sid«  of 
the  Lincoln  Memorial  bridge  on  U.  S. 
Koute  50,  marks  the  spot  where  Lin- 
coln and  his  family  first  touched  foot 
on  Illinois  soil.  The  bas  relief  is  a 
limestone  panel  depicting  the  family 
entering  the  state.  Abraham  Lincoln, 
then  a  young  man  of  21,  is  repre- 
sented in  bronze  walking  beside  his 
family.  Nellie  Waiter  of  Chicago  de- 
signed and  executed   the  monument. 

Also  attending  the  ceremony  were 
Charles  P.  Casey,  assistant  director 
of  public  works  and  buildings,  and 
Paul  M.  Angle,  secretary  of  the  state 
historical   library. 
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June  a,  1958 


Kiss  He  Hie  V.  Walker 
6016  Ingles! de  Ave* 
Chicago,  111* 

H$  dear  Miss  lfolkerj 

I  regret  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity 
to  see  you  "before  leaving  Yincennes  and  express  to 
you  again  how  delighted  I  am  with  the  study  that  you 
have  made  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  Migrated  family* 

We  have  already  had  several  inquiries  here 
about  photographs  of  the  work  &n&  possibly  you  could 
direct  us  to  the  photographer  who  seems  to  have  made 
the  host  portrait  of  the  entire  composition  and  of 
the  Lincoln  statue  alone. 

Possibly  you  do  have  some  photographsat 
Chicago  that  were  made  from  models  and  if  so  kindly 
advise  ue  about  them, 

I  trust  your  work  on  the  Hew  "Salem  study 
is  also  progressing. 

Vary  truly  yours, 


IAW:PW 
L*A«ltiarren 


Director 


; 


Nellie  V.  Walker 

THE    MIDWAY    STUDIOS 

6016    INGLESIDE    AVENUE 

CHICAGO 


June  27,  1938. 


Dear  Dr.  Warren :~ 


Thank  you  for  your  kind  letter.   I  am  very 
happy  that  you  liked  the  monument.  I  am  getting 
many  letters  of  congratulation,  and  it  all  helps 
to  bolster  up  ones  self  esteeraj  I  do  hope  the  monu- 
ment will  take  its  place  with  the  many  memorials 
to  the  great  man. 

I  have  one  picture  of  the  monument,  made  by 
L.  B.  Read,  t>08  Main  St.  Vincennes,  which  is  pretty 
good.  He  did  not  send  me  one  of  the  figure  alone, 
but  I  shall  suggest  that  he  make  some.  He  also 
has  postcards  of  which  I  am  ordering  a  lot»  I  am 
sending  you  a  copy  of  the  larger  picture. 

The  developeraent  of  my  other  Lincoln  project 
comes  slowly.  It  takes  money  and  I  seem  to  be  sadly 
lacking  in  that  commodity.   But  I  keep  hoping. 

I  hope  I  shall  see  you  at  my  studio  one  of 
these  days,  I  might  have  something  of  Interest  on 
hand,  but  in  any  case  I  would  love  to  have  you 
come. 

With  all  best  wishes, 

Sincerely, 


tulic  %.  VuuJUm . 
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Nellie  v.  Walker 
the  midway  studios 
6016  ingleside  avenue 

CHICAGO 


October  8,  1939. 


Dear  Miss  Martin :- 

I  am  so  sorry  about  this  delay  in  answering  your 
iind  letter  of  September  16th.  It  came  while  I  was  out 
of  the  city,  followed  me  about  arid  finally  recahed  me 
after  I  returned  to  the  city.  I  do  hope  this  delay  has 
not  inconvenienced  you  too  much. 

About  the  Lincoln  monument  near  Vincennes.  Several 
years  ago,  about  four  I  think,  Mrs.  Julian  Goodhue,  who 
was  then  State  Regent  of  the  D.A.R.s  of  Illinois,  came  to 
me  to  tell  me  about  a  thought  that  was  urging  her  to  do 
something.  Being  greatly  interested  in  history,  she  was 
bothered  that  the  site  where  the  Lincoln  family  first 
entered  the  state  of  Illinois  was  unmarked.  Most  of  the 
<bther  places  connected  with  his  life  in  the  state  were 
somehow  marked,  but  this  very  important  site  seemdd  to  frtffc. 
have  been  neglected.  Being  a  sculptor  and  a  D.A.R.,  I  ' 
seemed  to  be  the  one  to  do  something  about  it. 

In  her  capacity  as  State  Regent  she  got  the  movement 
started  within  the  Organization.  I' made  sketches  while 
she  raised  money.  She  interested  %he   proper  authorities 
in  the  State  who  promised  to  ^pif  the  site,  and  the 
work  slowly  progressed.  There  were  many  delays,  caused  by 
this  and  that  thing,  but  finally  the  monument  was  finished 
and  dedicated  a  year  ago  last  Flag  Day.^ 

There  were  many"  most  Interesting  things  happened 
during  the  developement  of  the  work,  but  it  would  be  hard 
to  choose  any  particular  Incident  for  you.  Perhaps  one 
of  the  most  gratifying  things  for  bo1>h  the  Committee  and 
myself,  happened  the  day  the  monument  was  dedicated.  For 
many  years  there  seems  to  have  been  a  controversy  about 
the  actual  site  of  that  crossing  of  the  Wabash  river  from 
Indiana.  It  has  been  generally  accepted  that  the  family 
crossed  at  Vincennes,  but  a  rival  town  up  tthe  river  a  few 
miles  has  always  disputed  that  claim.  ^Officially 'rthe  raattff 
was  decided  when  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Bridge  was  built 
at  Vincennes  a  few  years  ago.  But  still  the  controversy 
persisted.  It  bothered  the  Committee  some,  but, we  went 
ahead  with  the  work. 


^^k 


However,  Dr.  Louis  Warren  of  the  Lincoln  Foundation 
at  Port  Wayne,  came  into  possession  of  a  letter  shortly 
before  the  dedication,  which  settled  the  natter  for  all 
time.  He  kept  this  letter  a  secret  until  the  dedication. 
And  at  that  time  he  read  it  as  part  of  his  address.  So 
it  is  settled  for  all  time,  the  Lincoln  family  did  cross 
at  Vincennes,  Mr.  Lincoln  said  so  himself.  I  think  if 
you  are  interested  and  would  write  Dr.  Warren  he  would 
send  you  a  copy  of  that  letter. 

I  like  particularly  the  wording  of  the  inscrip- 
tion on  the  front  of  the  monument.  It w  as  provided  to 
me  by  the  Committee.  Here  it  isj- 

HIn  the  late  winter  of  1830  a  few^eeks  after  his 
21st  birthday  , 

'Abraham  Lincoln  passed  this  way  with  his  father  s 

Entering  tM  State  4f  Illinois  for  the  first  time* 

I  like  the  simple  dignity  of  that  inscription,  so 
like  the  man  himself. 

Referring  to  that  first  head  of  Lincoln,  carved 
in  father's  shop  so  long  long  ago.  I  saw  it  recently 
out  $ae  and  was  surprised  to  find  it  quite  modern.  All 
these'  years  I  have  considered  it" hard  and  stiff  and 
very  araateur-lsh,  but  who  knows,  maybe  I  was  much  ahead 
of  ray  time!  { Joke. ) 

I  have  made  Inquiry  about  George  Mulligan,  but  no 
one  knows  where  he  is.  He  is  supposed  to  be  in  New  York, 
but  what  he  is  doing  I  cannot  learn.  His  mother  died 
several  years  ago.  There  should  be  another  son  of 
Mr.  Mulligan,  but  I  have  no  idea  what  ever  became  of  him* 
He  had  a  brother  also,  a  lawyer,  but  I  do  not  know  his 
first  name,  it  seems  to  me  it  was  Tom.  Reference  to  our 
classified,  telephone  directory  shows  but  one  Mulligan, 
lawyer,  listed.  He  is  George  Mulligan,  160  North  LaSalle 
St.  The  given  name  being  the  same  as  Mr.  Mulligan  s  son 
may  mean  something,  and  it  may  not.  Perhaps  you  night 
inquire.  No,  the  Mullgans  were  never  a  part  of  the 
Eagle's  Nest  Colony.  Their  home  in  the  country  was  at 
Bass  Lake,  Ind. 

I  am  sending  you  a  picture  of  the  Lincoln  monument 
near  Vincennes,  I  have  no  pictures  of  myself,  I  do  not 
have  pictures  taken  if .1  can  possibly  help  it.  I  hate 

them.     <.  .         i 

My  typewriter  is  playing  tricks  on  me  today,  please 

pardon  the  mistakes.  Its  an  old  typewriter. 
With  best  wishes. 

Sincerely, 


Dear  Dr.   Warren :- 


Nellie  v.  Walker 
the  midway  studios 
6016  ingleside  avenue 

CHICAGO 


January  10,  194-0. 


Can  the  Lincoln  Lore  pamphlets  be  had  in  book 
form  and  if  so,  at  what  cost?.   I  am  much  interested. 

I  wonder  if  I  ever  told  you  that  my  first  effort 
in  sculpture  was  the  carving  in  Indiana  limestone  of 
a  head  of  Lincoln,  done  when  I  was  16  or  17  .years  old?. 

That  head  has  been  all  these  years  in  ray  parents' 
home  in  southeastern  Iowa.  Following  the  recent  death 
of  ray  mother  and  the  breaking  up  of  the  home,  I  brought 
the  head  to  ray  studio  here.  Sometime  I  want  you  to  see 
it.  Its  crude  all  right,  but  surprisingly  ^modern"*  in 
treatment.  I  didn't  know  any  better  then! 

I  see  by  the  papers  that  you  are  attending  the 
Drama  League  dinner  for  Mr.  Massey  next  Sunday  evening. 
That  sounds  interesting  and  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  be  there. 
But  I  am  in  no  way  connected  with  any   theatre  group, 
so  am  not  eligible  to  attend.   Which  is  a  pity,  for  how 
could  there  ever  have  been  a  "Lincoln  in  Illinois'*  until 
he  had  been  gotten  into  the  State,  the  job  which  I  did 
down  at  YincennesJ  N'est  ce  pas? 

I  think  you  will  be  interested  to  know  that  Mr. 
Ernest  Owen  of  the  Boonville  Press  Club  has  communicated 
with  me,  first  through  Mrs.  Goodhue,  concerning  a  pro- 
posed ferryman  Lincoln  for  the  recently  dedicated  Ferry 
Park  in  southern  Indiana.  It  seems  he  likes  the  Vincennes 
monument  very  much.  Something  may  develope  from  that, 
I  hope  all  goes  well  in  your  work,  and  that  the 
coming  year  will  bring  you  added  opportunities  for  more 
interesting  work. 

Sincerely, 


huiLU  ^   huuJuu^. 


January  H#  19*K> 


Nellie  Y.  Walker 
The  Midway  Studios 
6016  Ingleslde  Are. 
Chicago,  Illinois 

My  dear  Miss  Walker: 

We  regret  exceedingly  that  the 
only  available  Lincoln  Lore  pamphlets  cf  any  con- 
siderable number  which  we  here  are  the  complete 
collection  bound  in  leather  and  they  are  quite 
expense  and  possibly  you  would  not  wish  to  acquire 
then. 

Attached  you  will  find,  an  advertise- 
ment of  the  Llnoolnlana  Publishers  giving  some 
description  of  the  bound  book. 

I  know  you  will  regret  to  learn  that 
Mr.  Srnest  W.  Owen,  passed,  away  on  January  k.    Ee  was 
an  enthusiastic  Lincoln  student  and  the  cause  of 
Llnoolnlana  will  miss  him  very  much  In  the  state  of 
Indiana. 

It  seems  to  me  that  Lincoln  the  ferryman 
would  make  a  very  fine  study  and  some  Is  mj  much  needed 
of  an  artistic  nature  to  give  Ferry  Park  the  proper 
atmosphere. 

Some  time  while  In  Chicago  I  should 
very  much  to  see  your  study  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Yvry  truly  yours, 


LAW:BS 
L.  A.  Warren 


Director 


^Xl-LV^rtA 


LINCOLN,  ON  FOOT, 
ENTERS  ILLINOIS; 
LONG,  HARD  TRIP 


Lincoln's  Early  Days  in  Illinois 


Mow  Motorists  Follow  It 
in  a  Few  Hours. 


[This  is  the  third  of  a  series  of  sto- 
ries following  the  footsteps  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  from  his  birthplace  in 
Kentucky  to  the  scenes  of  his  life  in 
Illinois.  The  articles  are  written  as 
guide  book  to  Lincoln  pilgrims,  par- 
ticularly in  Illinois,  in  commemora- 
tion of  his  birthday  anniversary  next 
Monday.'] 

BY   PHILIP   KINSLEY. 

tReprinte-d  irom  yesterday's  late  editions.] 
Decatur,  111.,  Feb.  7  LSpeciaU.— In 
the  spring  of  1S30  thirteen  people 
made  a  memorable  journey  from 
Spencer  county,  Indiana,  to  Macon 
ounty,  Illinois.  At  the  head  of  the 
ix  cart  caravan  was  Thomas  Lin- 
coln, father  of  Abraham.  At  the  side, 
rarrying  a  long  ox  goad  and  wearing 
i  coon  skin  hat,  walked  the  tall,  stal- 
wart boy,  just  turned  21  years,  who 
>vas  to  become  the  exponent  and  sym- 
bol of  a  new  force  in  human  affairs, 
the  American  democracy. 

It  was  only  a  hundred  mile  journey, 
but  in  those  March  days,  with  the 
frost  coming  out  of  the  ground,  and 
no  hard  roads  to  follow,  the  way  was 
long  and  hard.  One  may  follow  this 
trail  today  in  a  few  hours  by  car, 
visioning  the  straining  oxen  pulling 
the  women  and  children  and  family 
goods  over  the  low  ridges  of  the  Wa- 
bash country,  wading  the  creeks, 
ferrying  the  rivers.  They  camped  out 
at  night  and  pulled  into  the  town 
square  of  the  year  old  county  seat 
of  Decatur  one  day,  asking  the  way 
to  John  Hanks'  place. 

First  Home  in  Illinois. 
The  goal  of  their  migration  was 
the  banks  of  the  Sangamon  river, 
"  about  10  miles  westerly  from  De- 
catur," as  Lincoln  afterward  wrote. 
One  mile  west  of  Harristown,  on 
route  36  from  Decatur,  which  is  the 
memorial  highway  in  this  section, 
there  is  a  sign  which  reads: 

"Abraham  Lincoln's  first  Illinois 
home.  On  an .  eminence  overlooking 
the  Sangamon  river,  three  miles 
south  of  here,  stood  the  first  home 
of  Lincoln  in  Illinois.  To  this  site 
came  the  Lincoln  family  in  March, 
1830.  Here  they  lived  until  1831,  when 
the  parents  removed  to  Coles  county 
and  Abraham  set  out  on  his  own 
career." 

A  wide,  good  road  leads  south  to 
this  site,  which  is  marked  only  by  q. 
sign.  Nothing  has  been  done  to  im- 
prove this  site  or  rebuild  the  cabin. 
The  river  bends  darkly  thru  tangled 
undergrowth  and  the  trees  of  Lin- 
coln's time  lean  over  it  protect ingly. 
The  tough,  tall  prairie  grass  of  Lin- 
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Memorial    to    Lincoln    family    on    the   Illinois    side    of    the    Lincoln 
Memorial  bridge  at  Vincennes,  Ind. 
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Lincoln  cabin  irr  the  state  park  near  Charleston,  111.,  which  was 
reconstructed  on  the  site  of  last  home  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  Lincoln. 
In  the  foreground  is  an  ash  hopper  used  in  making  lye  water  for  soap. 


presidential  nomination.  Otherwise 
the  city  has  grown  beyond  all  mem- 
ory and  semblance  of  the  scene  of 
this  story. 

Adventure  for   Voung  Abe. 

The  Lincolns  up  to  this  lime  had 
lived  in  a  rolling  hill  country  near 
big  rivers.  Now  for  the  first  time 
they  faced  the  grand  prairie.  It  was 
a  great  adventure  for  young  Abra- 
ham, and  he  had  stocked  up  at  Wil- 
liam Jones'  store  in  Spencer  county 
with  a  little  store  of  household  goods 
to  sell  on  the  way.  He  turned  aside 
from  the  caravan  to  sell  pins  and 
needles  and  tinware  to  women  in 
cabins  along  the  way,  doubling  his 
money,  he  told  Col.  Jones  afterward. 

In  the  Lincoln  party  were  Sarah, 
the  stepmother;  John  D.  Johnston, 
her* son  by  her  first  husband;  Dennis 
Hanks,  a  cousin;  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
Johnston  Hanks,  and  four  children ; 
John  Hall,  his  wife  Matilda  and  their 
infant  son  John. 

They  had  come  from  Spencer 
county,  according  to  the  Lincoln  route 
commission  in  which  the  claims  of 
many  other  places  had  to  be  denied, 
by  way  of,  Gentryville  toward  Dale 
and  Selvin,  crossed  into  Pike  county 
over  the  Patoka  river,  then  to  Peters- 
burg and  Vincennes. 

That  the  Lincoln  family  entered 
Illinois  in  Lawrence  county  opposite 
Vincennes  has  been  established.  This- 
fact  makes  Vincennes,  which  even  at 
that  time  had  historic  traditions  run- 


British  dominion,  to  a  little  park  on 
the  Illinois  side. 

Here,  facing  the  prairies,  is  an  ex- 
pressive bas-relief  memorial  of  the 
Lincoln  family  migration,  showing  in 
stone  (he  humble  ox  cart,  the  dim  fig- 
ure of  the  father  ahead  and  the  tall, 
eager  youth,  his  face  uplifted  and 
shining  with  hope,  marching  along- 
side, standing  out  in  bronze  against 
the  stone.  The  statuary  is  by  Nellie 
V.   Walker  of  Chicago. 

The  Lincoln  migration  was  made 
possible,  of  course,  by  what  had  hap- 
pened in  Vincennes  51  years  before, 
when  Col.  Clark,  26  year  old  Virgin- 
ian, had  marched  here  with  his  Ken- 
tucky and  southern  Illinois  pioneer 
soldiers  to  take  this  British  strong- 
hold. To  the  west  and  south  of  the 
Lincoln  trail  one  may  see  the  old 
marsh  land  where  the  soldiers  strug- 
gled thru  icy  waters  and  nearly  per- 
ished before  they  heard  the  cannon 
of  Fort  Sackville.  This  was  one  of 
the  most  heroic  and  important  bat- 
tles in  our  history.  The  old  cathedral, 
built  four  years  before  the  Lincolns 
came  this  way,  still  houses  the  bell 
which  rang  to  the  victory  of  the 
Americans  and  the  conquest  of  the 
northwest. 

Beautiful  Memorial  lo  Clark. 

The  memorial  lo  Clark  and  the 
frontiersmen  of  the  American  revo- 
lution, on  which  millions  have  been 
spent,  is  a  circular  Doric  marble  and 
gianite   temple,   even   more   beautiful 


colnj;  day,  Wjucii  »uum  naiuiy  yield 
to  the  plow,  has  been  broken  into 
corn  fields  and  pastures. 

Decatur  has  taken  the  log  court- 
house in  which  Lincoln  later  came  to 
practice  law,  according  to  tradition, 
and  placed  it  in  a  park,  and  has 
marked  the  site  of  the  old  wigwam, 
back  of  a  bank  building,  where  Lin- 
coln was  first  mentioned  by  the  new 
Illinois     Republican     party     for     the 


ning  back  100  years,  one  of  the  most 
interesting  of  all  the  scenes  of  the 
Lincoln  trail. 

Bridge  Commemorates   Crossing. 

A  Lincoln  memorial  bridge  has 
neen  built  to  commemorate  this  cross- 
ing. It  extends  from  the  park  which 
holds  the  magnificent  George  Rogers 
Clark  memorial,  on  the  site  of  old 
Fort  Sackville  and  the  battle  which 
wrested  the  northwest  territory  from 


than  the  Lincoln  birthplace  memorial 
building.  It  holds  simply  a  great 
bronze  statue  of  Clark,  standing  tri- 
umphant in  full  uniform,  and  sur- 
rounded by  seven  great  mural  paint- 
ings illustrating  the  most  important 
phases  of  the  winning  of  the  west. 

In  the  first  of  these  come  the  cov- 
ered wagons  behind  the  brave  figure 
of  Daniel  Boone,  the  trail  blazer.  One 
may    imagine    the    Lincolns    and"  the 
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Hanks  somewhere  in  this  back- 
ground, for  this  was  how  they  came 
west.  Vincennes  has  many  other  his- 
torical memories,  including  Grouse- 
land,  the  home  of  William  Henry 
Harrison,  built  in  1804.  Here  Lincoln 
saw  his  first  printing  press  in  the 
Western  Sun  office.  Lincoln  visited 
here  in  later  years  and  his  friend, 
Cyrus  M.  Allen,  whose  house  still 
stands,  built  a  bed  8  feet  long  for 
him.  He  bought  a  rille  here,  camped 
here  on  the  way  to  Illinois. 

That  the  Lincoln  caravan  crossed 
the  Wabash  here  is  shown  in  a  let- 
ter printed  in  "Lincoln  Lore,"  of 
which  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren  of  Fort 
Wayne  is  editor.  This  was  written  by 
Peter  Smith,  who  once  lived  in  Law- 
ience  county.  He  writes  on  July  17, 
I860,  of  a  conversation  with  Lincoln 
at  the  state  convention  and  quotes 
Lincoln  as  follows: 

"About  30  years  ago  I  did  drive 
my  father's  ox  wagon  and  team  mov- 
ing my  father's  family  thru  your 
town  of  Lawrenceville  and  I  was 
afoot,  but  not  barefoot.  In  my  young 
days  I  frequently  went  barefooted, 
but  on  that  occasion  I  had  on  a  sub- 
stantial pair  of  shoes.  It  was  a  cold 
day  in  March  and  I  never  went  bare- 
footed   in    cold    weather. 

Recalls  Rescue  of  Dog. 

"I  will  remember  that  trip  thru 
your  country  as  long  as  I  live.  1 
crossed  the  Wabash  at  Vincennes  and 
the  river  being  high  the  road  on  the 
low  prairie  was  covered  with  water  a 
half  mile  at  a  stretch  and  the  water 
covered  with  ice.  When  I  came  to 
the  water  I  put  a  favorite  dog  I  had 
along  into  the  wagon  and  got  in  my- 
self and  whipped  up  my  oxen  and 
started  into  the  water  to  pick  my 
way  across  as  well  as  I  could.  After 
breaking  the  ice  and  wading  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  my  little  dog 
jumped  out  of  the  wagon  and,  the  ice 
being  thin,  he  broke  thru  and  was 
struggling  for  life.    1  could   not  bear 


to  lose  my  dog  and  jumped  out  of 
the  wagon  and  waded  waist  deep  in 
the  ice  and  water,  and  got  hold  of 
him  and  helped  him  out  and  saved 
him." 

Despite  this  evidence  the  Illinois 
Lincoln  Trail  commission  has  marked 
the  official  memorial  highway  along 
route  181,  the  river  road  that  turns 
north  on  the  Illinois  side  from  Vin- 
cennes. Lawrenceville,  eight  miles  to 
the  west,  has  no  Lincoln  marker,  al- 
tho  they  point  out  a  place  near  a  hill 
where  Clark's  soldiers  camped  before 
attacking  Fort  Sackville. 

Russellville,  10  miles  to  the  north, 
is  the  first  Illinois  town  that  the  Lin- 
colns saw.  They  passed  along  mounds 
built  by  a  prehistoric  race  over  a  lit- 
tle range  to  Heathsville.  They  remem- 
bered Palestine  because  it  was  the 
town  with  the  "  holy  name."  Lincoln 
saw  a  juggler's  show  in  one  town. 

From  here  on  there  is  some  confu- 
sion in  the  trail,  which  is  not  well 
marked.  There  are  two  routes  to  Hut- 
sonville,  where  the  trail  picks  up  No.  1 
highway.  The  route  of  the  Lincoln 
trail  is  a  sandy  road  with  much  of 
the  gravel  top  worn  off,  bad  to  travel 
in  wet  weather.  At  Hutsonville  the 
road  becomes  concrete.  West  York, 
which  some  surveys  give  on  the  origi- 
nal trail,  is  half  a  mile  to  the  right. 
The  route  leads  thru  Walnut  Prairie 
to  Marshall  and  again  becomes  in- 
volved in  poorly  marked  country  cross 
roads. 

How  far  north  the  Lincolns  went 
here  is  a  question.  The  official  trail 
only  claims  to  follow  the  route  sub- 
stantially. Some  researchers  give 
Grand  View  as  the  point  where  the 
Lincolns  turned  west  again.  Others 
take  it  thru  Martinsville  to  the  south. 
But  the  official  trail  as  marked  out  at 
Springfield  goes  to  Dolson,  Westfield, 
and  Charleston.  The  way  is  thru  a 
rough  farm  country. 
Charleston    is   authentically   on    all 


the  routes  and  is  the  center  of  Lin- 
coln tradition.  The  Coles  county  fair 
grounds  at  the  edge  of  town  has  a 
marker  showing  the  site  of  the  fourth 
Lincoln-Douglas  debate.   Signs  in  town  | 


point  the  way  to  the  Lincoln  Log 
Cabin  state  park,  eight  miles  to  the 
south  over  a  new  wide  road. 

Original  Cabin  Rebuilt. 

This  park  contains  the  farm  on 
which  Thomas  and  Sarah  Bush  Lin- 
coln spent  their  last  years.  The  orig- 
inal cabin  has  disappeared,  but  it  has 
been  reconstructed  with  the  aid  of 
men  of  the  neighborhood  who  were 
familiar  with  it  and  now  stands  on 
its  original  foundations,  unfurnished. 
The  farm  yard,  too,  has  been  recon- 
structed, even  to  the  old  ash  hopper, 
the  grindstone,  and  the  ox  yoke  over 
the  kitchen  door,  the  deer  antlers 
over  the  entrance,  and  the  well.  It  is 
a  more  comfortable  cabin  than  any 
the  Lincolns  had  lived  in  before,  a 
double  room  cabin  with  a  fireplace  in 
the  center.  Lincoln  visited  his  step- 
mother here  and  it  was  at  her  daugh- 
ter's house  in  the  old  Moore  home 
in  nearby  Farmington  that  Lincoln 
visited  just  before  going  to  Washing- 
ton for  his  inauguration.  The  Moore 
home  stands  vacant  today. 

The  old  Shiloh  cemetery  where 
Thomas  and  Sarah  Lincoln  are  buried 
is  in  this  vicinity,  12',L  miles  south- 
east of  Matloon  and  on  the  road  that 
has  been  constructed  from  Matloon 
to  the  homestead  park.  From  Mat- 
toon  the  Lincoln  highway  goes  thru 
Sullivan  and  Bethany  to  Decatur. 
Move  to  Coles  County. 

Tom  Lincoln  was  restless  after 
moving  to  Illinois.  The  first  farm 
near  Decatur  did  not  satisfy  him  and 
he  moved  to  Coles  county.  Abraham 
had  gone  to  New  Salem  to  be  on  his 
own.  In  the  spring  of  1831  Thomas 
and  Sarah  moved  to  Buck  Grove  farm, 
eight  miles  northwest  of  the  state 
park    on    the    north    side   of   the    me- 


morial highway.  They  lived  here 
until  1834  and  here  Lincoln  visited 
them  and  helped  them,  as  he  did 
thruout  his  career.  The  second  Lin- 
coln farm  in  Coles  county  is  on  the 
highway  leading  out  of  the  state 
park,  half  a  mile  southeast  of  Lerna. 
In  1837  the  move  was  made  to  the 
Goose  Nest  Prairie  site,  the  present 
stale  park.  In  1841  Lincoln  helped 
his  parents  by  paying  them  $200  for 
their  east  40  acres,  allowing  them  to 
retain  a  life  estate.  After  Thomas 
Lincoln's  death  in  1851  Lincoln  held 
this  for  the  use  of  his  stepmother. 
Mrs.  Lincoln  remained  on  the  farm 
until  her  death  in  1869. 
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Monument  to  Abraham  Lincoln  on 
the  Illinois  side  of  the  Wabash  River 
at  Vincennes. 


Nellie  V.  Walker 

THE    MIDWAY    STUDIOS 

6016    INGLESIDE   AVENUE 

CHICAGO 


February  7,    19  4-4-. 


Dear  Dr.   Warren :- 


Sometime  you  are  in  Chicago  I  do  wish  you  would 
come  out  to  my  studio  and  see  a  "bust  of  Lincoln  which 
I  carved  in  Indiana  limestone  when  I  was  a  young  girl. 
This  bust  has  been  kept  in  my  parents'  home  in  Iowa 
all  these  years,  "but  recently  the  home  was  broken  up 
and  I  brought  the  bust  to  my  place. 

The  head  is  not  an  artistic  masterpiece,  but 
I  am  amazed  to  find  how  good  it  is.  I  learned  to  carve 
in  stone  on  this  piece  and  since  I  had  not  the  faintest 
idea  of  the  technique  of  sculpture,  the  result  was  re- 
markably like  the  modernistic  developement  of  today.  I 
am  tempted  to  send  the  head  to  one  of  the  Art  Institue 
shows- -it  might  take  a  prize I 

And  v/hile  I  am  writing  you,  do  you  happen  to 
know  any  Lincoln  fan  who  might  be  interested  in  such 
a  creation,  to  buy  it?.   I  have  to  be  looking  very  soon 
Tor  some  means  of  bolstering  up  my  bank  account,  for  you 
can  imagine  in  war  time  the  sculptors  find  little  to 
keep  them  going.   But  whether  or  not  you  may  know  of 
such  one,  I  do  want  you  to  see  the  bust. 

I  hope  all  goes  well  with  you  and  your  ac- 
tivities. 


Sincerely, 


hddxji  V-  (amjJ^^t-- 


March  I,  19kk 


Rellle  Y.  Walker 
The  Midway  Studies 
6016  Ingles  id©  Aresuo 
Chicago,  minors 

Hy  dear  ffedas&s 

I  tfftg  indeed  glad  to  receive  your 
letter  upon  agr  return  xran  a  long  BpNrtclug  Itinerary; 
Although  it  was  sailed  cm'  feferaary  7*  thia  i«  ay 
first  opportunity  to  r«sad  It. 

I  should  ll£e  very  MJOii  to  aee  the  T»et 
that  you  uwLe  and  posaiwly  an  one  csf  ny  Tie  its  to 
Chioago  I  j»y  find  tine  to  to  »o  •      -Thank  you  f sap 
calling  it  to  our  attention* 

Vary  truly  ycara* 


LAM  1  CBS  Director 

L  .A.Warren 


The   Valley   Advocate 


Vinccnncs,    Ind, 
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Lincoln  Entering  Illinois 

Bronze  Statue  By  Nellie  Verne  Walker  (1874-1973) 
Dedicated  On  June  14,  1938 

Lincoln  Memorial  Bridge,  Lawrence  County,  Illinois 
GPS  Coordinates:     N  38°  40.963'  W  87°  32.207' 


T 


homas  Lincoln  and 
his  extended  family 
arrived  at  Vincennes, 


Indiana,  on  March  5,  1830. 
The  caravan  of  13  people 
was  on  its  way  from  Indiana 
to  Macon  County,  Illinois,  where 
relatives  had  settled  and  where  the 
soil  was  very  fertile.  Thomas'  son, 
Abraham,  drove  one  of  the  ox- 
wagons  that  the  group  used  to 
transport  the  household  wares  and 
family  members.  The  Lincoln  clan 
crossed  the  flooded  Wabash  River  by 
ferry  into  Illinois  at  an  historic 
crossing.  The  ford  had  been  used  by 
buffaloes  and  Indians  and  later  by 
explorers  and  missionaries.  A  bridge 
named  for  Abraham  Lincoln  now 
spans  the  river  at  this  crossing. 

In  the  early  1930s,  Mrs.  Julian 
Goodhue,  state  Regent  of  the  Illinois 
Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  recommended  that  the 
organization  sponsor  a  memorial  at 
the  place  where  Abraham  Lincoln 
first  entered  the  state  of  Illinois.  The 
group  chose  Nellie  Verne  Walker,  a 
sculptor  from  Chicago,  to  design  an 
appropriate  memorial.  Nellie  Walker 
was  born  on  December  8,  1874,  in 
Red  Oak,  Iowa.  Her  father  was  a 
stone  carver  and  monument  maker, 
and  he  gave  Nellie  permission  to  use 
his  tools.  While  still  in  her  teens, 
she  sculpted  a  bust  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  it  was  exhibited  at  the 
1893  Columbian  Exposition  in 
Chicago.  Walker  moved  to  Chicago 
in  1900  to  study  at  the  Art  Institute 
of  Chicago.  She  became  an 
apprentice  and  studio  assistant  to 
Lorado  Taft. 

Walker  created  a  full-length 


standing  bronze  figure 
of  Lincoln  set  against  a 
sculptured  limestone 
wall  panel.  Garbed  in 
the  heavy  clothing  of  a 
young  pioneer,  Lincoln 
is  holding  a  coonskin 
cap  in  one  hand  and  a 
stick  in  the  other  hand. 
A  scarf  encircles  his 
neck,  and  he  is  wear- 
ing boots  and  a  jacket. 
The  bas-relief  wall 
includes  several 
rectangular  blocks  and 
depicts  the  profiles  of 
three  adults  and  two 
children  walking  with 
an  ox-driven  covered 
wagon.  A  guardian 
angel  flies  above  the 
group.  The  memorial 
stands  in  a  thirty-two 
acre  state  park,  pur- 
chased by  the  State  of 
Illinois  as  an  appropriate  setting. 
The  memorial  was  dedicated 
and  presented  to  the  state  on  June 
14,  1938.  Dr.  Louis  Warren, 
Director  of  the  Lincoln  National 
Life  Foundation,  gave  the  main 
dedicatory  address.    Reading  from 
an  original  letter,  he  quoted 


Abraham  Lincoln:  "I  was  just  a  little 
more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age 
when  we  crossed  the  Wabash  River 
at  Vincennes."   State  Historian  Paul 
Angle  accepted  the  memorial  in  the 
name  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  The 
memorial  was  rededicated  on 
October  8,  1( 


For  further  reading: 


Billiard,  F.  Lauriston.  Lincoln  In  Marble  And  Bronze.  New 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey:  Rutgers  University  Press,  1952. 

Durman,  Donald  Charles.  He  Belongs  To  Tlie  Ages:  The  Statues  Of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan:  Edwards  Brothers,  1951. 

"The  Lincolns  Crossing  The  Wabash."  Lincoln  Lore,  Number  480, 
June  20,  1938. 

"Throng  Present  As  Memorial  Is  Dedicated  Today."  Tlie 
Lawrenceville  Daily  Record,  June  14,  1938. 
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Indiana  abounds  in  historical  spots  and  historical  figures.  Pic- 
tures taken  on  your  trips  over  the  state  add  to  your  collection.  The, 
historic  spots  are  marked  on  thp  state  highway  maps.  This  Is  a  snap- 
shot of  a  Lincoln  statue  in  hronze  at  the  bridge  over  the  river  at 
Vlncennes.  It  was  taken  with  a  Leica,  90-nim.  lens,  J/100  second, 
F8,   on   panatomio  film. 
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WEST  VIRGINIANS  who  proudly  claim  that  Nancy  Hanks  Lin- 
coln, mother  of  President  Lincoln,  was  born  in  Mineral  County, 
may  feel  an  extra  interest  in  this  Lincoln  Monument  on  the 
Lincoln  Memorial  Bridge  over  the  Wabash  River  at  Vincennes, 
Ind.  The  bridge  commemorates  the  crossing  of  the  Wabash 
by  the  Lincoln  family  when  migrating  from  Indiana  to  Illi- 
nois. Lincoln's  mother  had  died  in  Indiana,  so  on  the  monu- 
ment the  sculptor  portrayed  her  as  a  spirit  hovering  over  and 
guiding  her  loved  onces  to  their  new  home  in  Illinois. 
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the  Illinois  side  of  the  Wabash  River 
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